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First Proposition
· The Prince need answer to no one about that which he decrees.
· "...observe the mouth of the king, and the commandments of the oath of God. Be not hasty to depart from his face, and do not continue in an evil work: for he will do all that pleaseth him. And his word is full of power: neither can any man say to him: Why do you do thus? He who keeps the commandment, shall find no evil."
Second Proposition
· When the prince has determined that there can be no other conclusion.

· The judgments of sovereigns are derived from God himself….[And] they are gods [themselves]. They partake in some way in divine independence. "I have said: You are gods, and all of you the children of the most High."
· Only God can judge their judgments and their persons. "God stood in the congregation of gods, and being in the midst of them he judges gods."

Third Proposition
· There is no co-active force against the prince.

· One calls "co-active force" the power to compel and carry out that which is legitimately ordained. To the prince alone belongs the legitimate commandment; to him alone [then] belongs co-active force as well.
· Only the prince should be armed in the state, for otherwise all is in chaos, and the state returns to anarchy. Will they have the right to do all of that legally? God forbid! For God grants no such powers. 
· The prince is, by means of his charge, the father of the people; by his greatness, he transcends small interests; furthermore, it is in his greatness and natural interest that the people be preserved, for if there is no people, he is no longer the prince. There is nothing better, therefore, than to leave the entire power of the state to him who maintains the most interest in the preservation and greatness of the state itself.

Fourth Proposition
· Nevertheless kings are not emancipated from the laws.

· "And when he is made king, he shall not multiply horses to himself...he shall not have many wives, that may allure his mind, nor immense sums of silver and gold. But after he is raised to the throne of his kingdom, he shall copy out to himself the Deuteronomy of this law in a volume, taking the copy of the priests of the Levitical tribe. And he shall have it with him, and shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, and keep his words and ceremonies... And that his heart be not lifted up with pride over his brethren, nor decline to the right or to the left, that he and his sons may reign a long time..."
· Like others therefore, kings are subjugated to the equity of the laws, and this is because they should be just, and because they are obligated to the people to be the example of preserving justice; but they are not subjected to the punishments of the laws. Or, as theology says, they are subjugated to the laws, not in regard to co-active power, but in regard to directive power.
Fifth Proposition
· The people must keep themselves in repose under the authority of the prince.

· As soon as there is a king, the people need only remain in repose under his authority. If the impatient people stir, and do not wish to keep themselves tranquil under royal authority, the fire of division will arise in the state, and consume the bush with all the other trees, that is to say the King and the nations. The cedars of Lebanon will be burned. With the great power which is royal in nature, the other powers will be overturned as well, and the whole state will no longer be anything but a cinder.

Sixth Proposition
· The people must fear the prince; but the prince must fear only doing evil.
· "Whoever will be proud and refuse to obey the commandment of the priest and the decree of the judge, that person will die, and you will take away the evil from the environment of Israel. And all the people who will hear this person's torment will be afraid, so that no one lets himself become prideful."
· Fear is a bridle necessary to men because of their pride and their natural unruliness....[But], what an excuse for a sovereign magistrate, to be afraid of making the people angry! God did not accept it, "and he was angry to the utmost degree against Aaron, and wanted to destroy him, but Moses prayed for him."The prince must repulse with firmness the troublesome persons who ask unjust things of him. The fear of angering, pushed too far, degenerates into a criminal weakness. "There are those who lose their souls through disgrace; the imprudent one whom they dare not refuse causes them to perish."
Seventh Proposition
· The prince must make himself feared by both the great and the small.
· The altar is not made to serve as the sanctuary of assassins; and the royal authority must make itself felt by the wicked, however great they be.
· …[U]ltimately, the public peace obliges kings to keep everyone in fear, and the great even more than the ordinary people, because it is from the side of the great that the greatest troubles can arise.

Eighth Proposition
· Royal authority must be invincible.
· A king is truly weak, who sheds innocent blood from not having been able to resist the great men to his kingdom, nor be able to revoke an unjust law made during an obvious surprise. 
· If the prince himself, who is the judge of judges, fears the great, what will be solid in the state? It is necessary therefore that authority be invincible, and that nothing can force through the ramparts, under the shelter of which the public repose and the safety of individuals are safeguarded.

Ninth Proposition
· Firmness is an essential characteristic in royalty.
· He hesitates in nothing, he speaks firmly, and for its own safety the people ask him thus: "whoever will not obey you, let him die; only be firm and act the man."
· The means of strengthening the prince is to establish authority, and to let him see that everything comes from him. Assured of obedience, he is troubled only by himself; in strengthening himself he has done everything, and all the people follow: otherwise he hesitates, he gropes and everything is done half-heartedly. The leader trembles when he is unsure about his followers.
Tenth Proposition
· The prince must be firm against his own council and his favorites, when they want to make him serve their own interests.

· Princes must take care not to comply easily! In other people the difficulty of executing [projects] gives rise to better counsels; in the prince, for whom to speak is to act, one cannot comprehend how detestable complaisance is.
· So hold yourself firm, O prince! The easier it is for you to execute your plans, the more difficult you should make it for anyone to weaken you.

Eleventh Proposition
· One ought not to change one's opinion easily after a mature deliberation.

· But as much as it is necessary to be slow resolving oneself to do something, just as much is it necessary to be firm when one has made a decision with full knowledge. "Go not into every way," the wise man has told you; and he adds: "For so is every sinner proved by a double tongue." That is to say, he says something and recants, without ever deciding anything. He continues: "Be firm in the truth of your meaning, and let your discourse be one." 

