From “Absolute” to “Enlightened”
The Enlightened Absolute Rulers of Europe
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Friedrich Williams: Great Elector and Son


High taxes, strong military


Junkers prominent in politics


“Militaristic society” makes for oppressive society





Ferdinand II


Attempts to unite all of Austria


Hungary doesn’t assimilate


Harsh oppression, taxes, but “absolute” city of Vienna





Peter the Great


“Western focused” decrees and reforms


Military and territorial expansion


Reestablishment of serfdom and strong taxation: “break some eggs to make an omelette” 





Catherine the Great
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Maria Theresa and Joseph II
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Frederick “the Great"
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