AP European History Midterm Exam “Fill-In” Story: From Renaissance to Revolution
So, you wanna know about European history from the times of the Renaissance and Reformation to the French Revolution, huh? Well it all starts when Italy (mainly…) emerged from the period of the Black Death. And, out of darkness comes light. Which cities “received” the so-called “Renaissance” first? ____________________ was perhaps the most important city, made famous by the ruling ____________________ Family. The city of ____________________ had a strong connection to the Christian faith, and since it was located right on the ____________________, it was a major __________port as well. Lastly, the city of __________, protected by the __________ Mountains, was made famous by its production of ____________________ weapons. These cities compounded on their wealth through a system of ____________________, which is the payment of artists to come and “beautify” their cities. The Medici Family, for example, accumulating large amounts of wealth through the sale of ____________________ and through the domination of the ____________________ system, engaged in that very system of “__________-upmanship” and paid the top artists of the day to make Florence an unforgettable sight. 


Inside of these cities, intellect was raging. The fundamentalist thought of the time was called ____________________ and focused on the power of the human mind, sprit, and thought. Humanists, such as the “notables” Sir Thomas __________ and Desiderius ___________________ aimed at combining man’s potential today with the Ancient __________ classics of yesterday. ____________________ Humanists sought to combine “reason and __________” in God. Their advancements were made more public through the invention of the ____________________ press which started in modern-day ____________________. Thinkers were obsessed with defining the “Renaissance Man and Woman”. Niccolo ____________________ and his book, The ____________________, focused around the power of a leader, but truthfully, was for men everywhere. It embraced the theory that in order to retain power, a Prince must be more __________ than __________. He must focus on the retention of power, and be wary of those aiming to steal it. Catherine de Pizan’s City of __________ also advocated the empowerment of women, mainly by believing them to be the “warriors of the ____________________” and even getting to know all of the workings of her husband’s ____________________. Castiglione, and his book called The ______________________________, discussed the “gentlemanly qualities” of men and women and that a true man is not measured by power, but by his ability to be a gentleman in all aspects of life. Society in the Renaissance focused around social hierarchy. There are three (3) main classes of people: the “__________” people (upper class), which account for approximately __________%, the “commoners” or “middle class”, which account for about __________%, and then the slave or working classes. Inside of that society, the “__________ about women” still raged: are women loyal, brave, and moral? Or devilish, demanding, and domineering? Books like Malleus ______________________________ prove that Renaissance period was indeed a “hard time” for women…

The changes of the Renaissance period were emblazoned by the Reformation as well. By the late 1400s and early 1500s, the power of the Catholic Church was at an all-time high. However, it could be argued that leadership was at an all-time low. The main pope of the period, Pope __________ X, was so immoral that he actually issued a tax on ____________________ so that he could continue to visit them! Catholicism was not just a religion; it was a part of everyday life. People had to pay taxes to the church, attended religious ____________________ and parades, and often paid ____________________ as a “get out of jail free” card in Heaven. Put simply, if you purchased an indulgence, you would be guaranteed salvation. It seemed that the Catholic Church was more concerned with ____________________ (government), __________ (military), and __________ (through indulgences) than actual religion! You might call them “____________________”, but I think a more appropriate “I-word”, “immoral” is better…

Martin Luther and his __________ Theses, combined with Savonarola’s __________ Sermon are obvious highlights of the Reformation period, but then others followed in the wake: Ulrich ____________________, from the country of ____________________, took the “Scriptural-based teachings” very seriously: everyone should have access to read the __________. John __________, and his Calvinists, believed in the ideology of ______________________________, and that God had already “preordained” your salvation or damnation. Calvinism was a radical change to one’s ____________________, and not just their religion, as the concept of “hard __________” was strongly emphasized. But still, many Protestants even disagreed with each other. Examples such as the Colloquy of ____________________ prove the difficulty in “ironing out” the differences, but one thing all Protestants could agree on was that the __________, not the popes, were the sole basis of truth, and that salvation was achieved only through __________ not good works. And then there are the radicals. “______________________________”, which get their name from the phrase, “To be baptized again”, even attacked the German city of ________________ in attempts to thrown out Catholicism and its main ____________________ (places where nuns live). This illustrates the danger of religious extremism. Using my “mouse a cookie” metaphor, if you give the Peasants “freedom”, they’re gonna want ____________________. Though Luther decried their aggression and begged them to stop, many wouldn’t until their demands were met. 


But how did the Catholics respond to the Reformation? Call it the “____________________ Reformation” and at its center was the new pope, __________ III, who attempted to reform the Church by mandating a stricter adherence to principles found the in the __________ and a greater oversight of all church processes through the creation of the “Holy __________”, also dubbed the “Holy __________”. The Council of __________ tried to rationalize the beliefs of the Protestants and the Catholics, and though technically “unsuccessful”, had the effect of progressing the Catholic Church. Seen in the “reformed organizations” of the __________ (called the Society of __________) and the ____________________ nuns, Catholicism seemed to become more focused on Christ’s teachings, rather than a display of power. But evidenced by the religious wars in the kingdom of the __________ Roman __________, true harmony between Catholics and Protestants was still a ways off. Emperor __________ V’s war against those of the ____________________ faith aimed at uniting all of the Holy Roman Empire under one dominion. But that dream was dashed. The Peace of ____________________ allowed for “religious ____________________” of each individual principality. The war would spill into the French countryside as French Protestants (____________________) battled Catholicism by destroying Catholic imagery, an act called “____________________”. King __________ IV, uttering that famous phrase, “Paris is well worth a __________” converted to Catholicism to ease tensions, and issued the Edict of __________, advocating for religious toleration. But it seems as if the Edict of Nantes would follow in the path of the Peace of Augsburg: an empty promise, and religious wars would rage on into the 1600s. 

Let’s continue on to the “Absolutist” stage in European history. After the “boom” of the Renaissance, many might expect the lot of peasants to improve. This, however, wasn’t true. “__________________”, another term for “enslaved peasants” increased, and many lower-class members became further tied to the lands. _________ increased, to offset the costs of war, and many rulers and leaders, especially in __________________ Europe, tightened their grips in attempts to regain control. There was a shift in the social __________________ of the Renaissance, and many leaders found this threatening. And The __________________ Years War, between 1618 and 1648, seemed to symbolize the “lowest of lows” for this violent species. What cause the war? In a word: __________________. It was the ___________________________ nations of Northern Europe and the remnants of the Holy Roman Empire warring with the Catholic nations of _________ on the Iberian Peninsula and the Papal _________ of Italy. Eventually, the __________________ nations won out, but not before 1/3 of __________ residents and 2/5 of rural ____________________ were killed. The Peace of ____________________ formally ended the war, but in actuality, ended all religious wars. 


But without the Thirty Year War, there would be no need for an “____________________” ruler, someone who rules “absolutely” over the entire state. King __________ XIV will serve as the archetypal model of the “absolute” king. Henry __________, otherwise known as Henry “____________________”, had served as a prime example of a strong leader, but to Louis, he was still too weak. And that’s why Louis revoked the __________ of __________! In Louis’ words, we need “One __________, One __________, and One __________.” With his Minister of Finance, Jean Baptiste ____________________ and his theory of “______________________________”, the two revolutionized the domestic economy by encouraging ____________________ over ____________________, promoting business and ingenuity __________ the borders, and even “stealing” certain artisans from other ____________________ and bringing them to do work in France. Mercantilism, in other words, involved the ____________________ commanding all aspects of the ____________________. 

England was a very different country in comparison to those in mainland Europe. For one, they (and Holland) were ______________________________ monarchies, as opposed to ____________________ monarchies, meaning that their kings were “controlled” by ____________________ and governing documents. They even had a “____________________” (theirs was called Parliament) to serve in the interest of the people! Taking over where Henry __________ and the Tudors left off, English royalty was “highlighted” by the leadership of Queen ____________________ I. Her son, __________ I, who believed in the “____________________ right” theory, clashed heavily with Parliament. His son, __________ I, would assume the throne with many of the same thoughts, seen in the fact that British “Constitution” was rarely used or referenced. And it was during the reign of King Charles that the system fell apart. For the first time, Parliament was called, yet Charles stood strong on his desires for more funding to fight __________. When denied this money, Charles fled, sensing that radical change was imminent. The ensuing “civil war” between Parliament’s “____________________” and the Royalists’ “____________________” heavily fractured England. The Roundheads won out, and new leader Oliver __________________ attempted to restore order. Through necessity, he would eventually banish the ____________________, abolish the House of __________, and attempts to crush ____________________ uprisings in Ireland. The void left by his death was eventually filled by ____________________ and __________, whose “Glorious ____________________” would bring the world’s first “__________ of Rights”, coupled with religious ____________________ for Catholics. It seemed as if the English were the symbols of a “new” type of monarchy, sprung from absolutist roots. 
Now, on to the “Enlightenment” period. The Enlightenment is a cocktail mix of __________ and reason, a healthy dollop of __________ and the belief that all things must be proven, and the belief that “____________________” is possible…human beings can progress the survival of the species! Let’s examine science first. As far as “Enlightened philosophy” is concerned, you really can count the death of __________ as the beginning of a new chapter in Europe’s history. With the death of Louis came the death of ____________________, and many felt that humans must be better than what they attempted to prove in the battlefield of the ____________________ War. There are a few words we should define with this period. The word “____________________”, most closely associated with the works of Francis __________, attempts to encourage the fact that all “facts” must be proved by observation and ____________________. Furthermore, Peter __________ and Baruch ____________________ are most closely associated with the word “____________________”: doubt everything until proven! Bayle’s Critical Dictionary says that human beings have constantly been __________, so never be afraid to doubt things! (Spinoza believed this so much that he even believed it’s ok to doubt __________!) Enlightened philosophy seemed to focus mainly on the condition of the human mind. There were even a group who called themselves les ____________________ who sat around trying to solve the world’s problems with philosophy! 


And lastly, what of the so-called “____________________ Absolutists”? Call them “____________________ dictators”, because yes, they did rule with a strong fist, but they ruled in __________ of the people and the nation. The country of Prussia was governed by King ____________________ the Great and he set about reforming his nation by offering religious ____________________, free ____________________ and schooling, the elimination of ____________________ in prisons and the restriction of ____________________, although he couldn’t rid it completely. Empress Catherine the __________, from __________ and the ____________________ leaders, Maria ____________________ and her son, Emperor ____________________ II, did much of the same: restricting ____________________ and limiting the power of nobles.  It’s hard to imagine that “Absolutism” and “Enlightenment” can combine, but in these three nations, it certainly did!!
But “Enlightened ideology” is a dangerous thing! Take the government works by Thomas __________ and John __________ and the average reader can see that if you don’t like the ____________________, you have the right and ability to __________ it! Take philosophical thoughts on religion, like those of ____________________ (author of Candide) and other __________, who believed that God was more of a “cosmic __________-maker”, rather than a divine, omnipresent being. But more importantly, think of the impact that the “____________________ Revolution” had on the masses. Never before had people read books with such ____________________: they consumed literature with such intensity that the focus shifted from simply mastering a concept, to how many concepts you could learn about! So, it’s little surprise that “revolutionary thought” followed “Enlightened thought”. The French __________ Estate, as it was called, was vastly underrepresented. They comprised roughly __________% of the population, paid almost __________% of the taxes and owned almost __________% of the land. On paper, the Church owned about __________% of the land, but if you add it all up, it was a lot more! King Louis __________, the “Sun King” is dead, and in his place, King Louis __________ continued his policies. Yet, most of Louis XV’s legacy is “lowlighted” by his affairs and the inclusion of his common-class mistress, Madame ____________________, in the Royal Court. Furthermore, increasing __________ debt (__________% of all of France’s money was spent paying the ____________________ on this debt!!!) and corrupt financial practices only further enraged the Third Estate.

The Third Estate would file a list of “____________________” that were more “corrective orders” required by the King. It’s important to know that the Third Estate did not want to eliminate the ____________________, but rather just wanted to amend its processes. When these “grievances” weren’t heeded, the Third Estate broke from the seldomly-called ____________________ General and formed their own group, the National ____________________. They took the “__________ Court __________” and demanded that Louis meet their demands. When fears surfaced of Louis’ perceived reneging on his agreements, the Third Estate stormed the ____________________ a “____________________” of the Old Regime, but also, a stockpile of __________ and ammunition. While the Great __________ was seizing the country, intensified by growing ____________________ (lack of food) and rising __________ (particularly in the cost of bread), the Third Estate was finally able to secure their rights, penned in what was called “The ____________________ of the __________ of __________”. France’s new “______________________________ Monarchy” would still include the King, but would significantly limit his power, forced by the increased power of the ____________________ Assembly. The __________ was limited too, as monks even had to serve in the __________! And while initially, foreigners were ____________________ of France’s progress, their fears of its liberalism and ____________________ caused them to turn their backs. It was the ____________________ primarily who despised the actions in France.  Maximilian ____________________ and the ____________________ assumed power, and though moderate at first, set off a “Reign of ____________________”. The “______________________________ on Public ____________________” sought to eliminate enemies both inside, and outside, of France. The Committee replaced the public ____________________, rewriting the months and the lengths of weeks, changed street names, and even established the “__________ of Reason” as the “new religion”. They put down rebellions with bloody massacre, as seen in the case of ____________________ in Eastern France and the ____________________ Region in the West. Eventually, the “Reign” would consume Robespierre as well, as he was killed by the very instrument of death he peddled: the guillotine.

And enter the rule of Napoleon. Staging a “______________________________” (“overturn of the state”), he replaced the weak, 5-man executive, known as the ____________________ with a government of his own, known as the ____________________. He established the Napoleonic __________, a list of rules and regulations to govern the state, and although they were restrictive, especially towards women, they did “right the ship”. He signed the ____________________, which declared Catholicism to be the official religion, yet granted religious toleration, and even established the Bank of __________ to settle war debts. Napoleon’s march on ____________________, especially to the countries of ____________________ and ____________________ were admirable to say the least, and it was Napoleon himself who ushered a “broken France” into a new era of continental dominance.  
