--Commission and “The Development” Representative

Name _________________________________________
The Colorado River Compact

Who Gets the Water?

Directions: You’ve been assigned the role of a special investigator in the Colorado River Debate. Your job is to investigate both The Commission and “The Development” (a citizen or businessman in the booming cities of Los Angeles, Las Vegas, etc.) in this compact. I’ve compiled an exhaustive collection of letters, speeches, memos, requests and demands from the people who where there…all quoted below. Read them, answer the questions, and after this, conclude what will happen in this 7-state compact.

Debate Role: __________________________________________.
1. Examine the map of the Drainage Area of the Colorado River on the board. What seven (7) states will be included in this commission? 
2. From the map, what state(s) has the least “ownership” of the Colorado River and its drainage? The most ownership?
3. There is an “Upper Division” of states and a “Lower Division” as well. Using the map as a guide, which states do you think are in the Upper Division? The Lower Division?

4. Which “division” do you think will be more powerful? Why?

5. Examine the quote below:
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The quote says that “young water” must be used and then released, so it can be recaptured and used over and over again. Understanding the “origins” of the Colorado River and where it starts, what state(s) do you think are going to be pointed at for “overusing” young water?
6. Examine the table below:
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The “recorded flow” is how many acre feet of water have flowed in the Colorado River during a 10-year period. At what point did the river flow the highest?

7. Examine the graph. Column 2 shows the estimated flow volume of the river after construction plans have opened up all the water the river can possibly give. At the origins of the compact, the members agreed to give the Upper Division states 7500 acres of water every 10 years. Column 6 shows the amount of water left over after the Upper Division takes their “7500 amount per 10 years” was taken out. In the past decade, before 1932, is the flow from the river increasing or decreasing? What does this mean for the Lower Division?
8. Even though California barely has any of the Colorado River flowing into it, it still argues that it deserves its fair share. In fact, one person even argued that, “There is, and should be, no rivalry among us”, meaning that everyone should compromise in this matter! Examine the rest of the quote below:
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What is this representative saying as to why it’s good if California gets more water?
9. California and Arizona actually sued each other over who should get more water. Below, California made it’s proposed solution to dividing up water rights:
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…and here is Arizona’s response:
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What are the main differences between the proposed solutions?
------------------------------------- WRITE YOUR CONCLUSION BELOW ---------------------------------

After investigating the position of the Commission members and the members of “The Development”, what they want and need, and how they treat others, I believe that the future of the Colorado River Compact, and who “owns” the river water, will look like this:
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