--Farmer and Native

Name __________________________________________

The Colorado River Compact

Who Gets the Water?

Directions: You’ve been assigned the role of a special investigator in the Colorado River Debate. Your job is to investigate both the Farmer and the Native (either a Native American or a Native Mexican) in this compact. I’ve compiled an exhaustive collection of letters, speeches, memos, requests and demands from the people who where there…all quoted below. Read them, answer the questions, and after this, conclude what will happen in this           7-state compact.

Debate Role: __________________________________________.

1. Examine the map of the Drainage Area of the Colorado River on the board. What seven (7) states will be included in this commission? 
2. From the map, what state(s) has the least “ownership” of the Colorado River and its drainage? The most ownership?
3. There is an “Upper Division” of states and a “Lower Division” as well. Using the map as a guide, which states do you think are in the Upper Division? The Lower Division?

4. Which “division” do you think will be more powerful? Why?

5. Examine the quote below:
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6. The proposed Colorado River dam would do “…much good…”  for farmers. What kind of “good” would damming a river do?
7. Now, it is greatly feared that this “division of water” might not work in the long run. In fact, some farmers might even act in a paranoid, “survivalist” way! Examine a letter, written to the “architect” of the Colorado River Compact, below:
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What are farmers in Colorado starting to do in the high mountains?
8. This letter, written in 1923, is a huge foreshadowing of the wars that will occur between states. Complete the foreshadow: What do you think will happen in the future?

9. Colorado and Wyoming farmers went to the Supreme Court with one another over the usage of the Colorado River. One Wyoming farmer said the following:
“The fact that one state may make a higher beneficial use of the waters of an interstate stream and may obtain a greater crop return… [does not determine] relative rights [to the stream].”


What is this farmer arguing in this case?
10. But don’t forget about the natives? The people who lived there first? But as far as a people competing for respect in a growing nation, they are often overlooked. Agent Gensler, Superintendent of the Yuma Indian Reservation in Arizona said the following in regards to Indian water rights:
“I would not allow the Indians to lease their lands to whites because I wanted to force them to do their own farming.”
Furthermore, R.F. Walter, in regards to the same reservation says the following:

“…There is no money now with which to [create more water for the Indians]…Currently…water converted on the land is 3½ to 4½ acre-feet net on the land.” 

(Remember, the State of Colorado gets approximately 375 acre feet per year…)

And…that it! That’s the only mention of Indians in this entire, 30-page collection of letters! Using the emotions of Agent Gensler’s letter and the U.S. Government’s expenditures on Indian water pumping, what do you think will happen to Indian water rights in the future?

------------------------------------- WRITE YOUR CONCLUSION BELOW ---------------------------------

After investigating the position of the farmer and the native, what they want and need, and how they’re treated, I believe that the future of the Colorado River Compact, and its impact on these people, will look like this:
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