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Countdown to Zero
Supplementary Movie Questions

As Analysis for our Understanding of Today’s “Nuclear Society”

1. The film begins with a quote by John F. Kennedy:

· "Every man, woman and child lives under a nuclear sword of Damocles, hanging by the slenderest of threads, capable of being cut at any moment by accident, or miscalculation, or by madness. The weapons of war must be abolished before they abolish us.”
The so-called “sword of Damocles” is a mythical story about a sword hanging over a leader, kept aloft by a single horse hair that could break at any time. What is meant by this quote?
2. How big was the first bomb? Describe today’s “bombs” of “highly enriched uranium” (HEU),                                 aka. “yellowcake uranium”, in terms of sizes and shapes that we understand.
3. Do most people worry about nuclear weapons? Why or why not? One man says it’s “ridiculous”. Why? Furthermore, when asked the question, “Which countries have nuclear weapons”, what do the answers say about our understanding of nuclear weapons?
4. QUOTE: “We will make the bomb, even if we have to eat grass.” QUOTE: …scared of being “swept into the dustbin of history.” Which countries said these quotes? And what does this quote illustrate about the importance of the “nuclear club”?

5. What “errors” did our American military make with our nuclear weapons? (HINT: Focus on the year 1961)
6. Who’s giving “bombs” to whom? (HINT: Focus on Pakistan’s Dr. Khan…)
7. Why is Iran, “the tip of the spear”?

8. What are some of the most terrifying “false alarms” that have almost led to nuclear war?
9. What was the end result of the Reagan-Gorbachev meetings in Reykjavik in the 1980s?

10. CONCLUSION: Why will the next nuclear weapon be the “end of the world”? In this light, what must be the future of nuclear agreements?

