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John Marshall

Born: September 24, 1755, Germantown, VA
Died: July 6, 1835, Philadelphia, PA

Fourth Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
(1801-1835) 


President John Adams appointed Marshall to the Supreme Court in early 1801. On March 5, Marshall took immediate action to strengthen the power of the Court. Thomas Jefferson was coming into office as president, and his party (the Democrats) dominated Congress. Because Jefferson's party opposed central federal powers, and favored states’ rights, Marshall feared his Court could be ignored and put into the “background”. In Marbury v. Madison (1803), the unanimous (100%) Court overturned an act of Congress for the very first time, on the grounds that it conflicted and went against the Constitution. It was a daring step for the new Court, but Marshall crafted the opinion in such a way that even Jefferson could not reject it. What resulted was a founding principle of American political life: the Constitution is a set of laws that the courts may interpret, and the Supreme Court may declare “illegal”, “reversible” and void any new law that conflicts with the "laws" of the Constitution. 

A modest - even boring - man in most ways, Marshall was strong in his views. He dominated the Court from 1801-1835 and was personally responsible for elevating it to a position of real authority. In his later years he increasingly shared power with his fellow justices and often quieted his own opinions in order to arrive at majority decisions. He never gave up his leadership, however, as seen in the case of Cherokee Nation v. The United States (1832) and the standoff between he and Andrew Jackson, and he established the perfect example that would guide all future chief justices throughout history.
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“…an old friend”





“Pull away, Whitney. She is my friend of years, and we will have her down.”





TRANSLATION:                          Justice is not built on ‘middle fingering’ authority!





“Bad people, stand back”





“payback”





"Miscreants forbear, the day of retribution is at hand and Justice shall be no longer set at defiance!" 





“Pull Away, Whitney!”


The early Court was regarded as an inconvenience as best, and illegal at worst, and many people sought to bring it down. But Chief Justice John Marshall stood strong. 











Chief Justice John Marshall stands at the center at the base of Lady Justice.                                 The mob below him is attempting to pull down the system of the Supreme Court.





Thomas Jefferson was regarded as an “enemy” of the Constitution as he believed in more state than federal power. In this cartoon he’s shown attempting to burn the Constitution along with famous government works, although the “eye” of Washington and the American eagle are attempting to stop him. Marshall would no doubt agree!





In Cherokee Nation v. The United States, John Marshall ruled that the Cherokee should be immune (protected) from American government intervention. But Andrew Jackson, one of Marshall’s main enemies, had them removed anyway.
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