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Earl Warren

Born: March 19, 1891, Los Angeles, CA
Died: July 9, 1974, Washington, D.C.


Fourteenth Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
(1953-1969)
Brown v. Board of Education (1954) INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/democracy/images/dotted_line.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Son of a Norwegian immigrant who worked for the Southern Pacific Railroad, Earl Warren was born in Los Angeles but grew up in Bakersfield, where he worked on railroad crews during the summer to save money for college. He attended the University of California at Berkeley, earning both his bachelor's (1912) and his law degree (1914). He was elected Attorney General of California. 

Not known as a brilliant lawyer, Warren nevertheless developed a national reputation for integrity and honor. In 1953, President Dwight Eisenhower appointed him Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, commenting, "He represents the kind of political, economic, and social thinking that I believe we need on the Supreme Court." In the next few years Warren led the Court in a series of liberal decisions that revolutionized the role of the Court. Eisenhower later remarked that his appointment was "the biggest damned-fool mistake I ever made."

As a person, Warren was extremely likable. He could put people at ease, make them like him, and at times even inspire them with simple eloquence and force of will. He demanded loyalty, could be stubborn, and quietly held grudges. Although he came with no judicial experience and limited familiarity with the Constitution, he enjoyed power and was strong and decisive in its rule, and he was determined to set his stamp upon the Court.

Within a year Warren had managed to bring a divided Court together in a unanimous (100%) decision, , overturning the infamous 1896 "separate but equal" ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) with regards to public education. The new ruling banned segregated schools and gave birth to the modern Civil Rights movement. Throughout the South, billboards proclaimed "Impeach Earl Warren." Tough-minded, likeable, and persuasive, Warren led the Court to landmark decisions throughout the 1960s that extended individual rights and the rights of the accused and forced the government to justify any attempts to infringe such rights. In the case of Engle v. Vitale (1962), the Court ruled that public schools cannot “force” prayer in schools. It is a First Amendment, Freedom of Religion, right. The Court introduced the limited ability of police to search persons and possessions, extended the right of accused criminals to have lawyers even if they were unable to pay, and recognized an important right of privacy.

The decisions of the Warren Court caused a conservative backlash and inspired calls for judicial "restraint" that are still sounding today. Warren retired in 1969, after many clashes with new president, Richard Nixon.
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Chief Justice Earl Warren, and other members of the Supreme Court,                                          ruled that it was unconstitutional to allow for “force” prayer in public schools. 





The Brown v. Board decision saw many people oppose Negroes in white classrooms. Warren’s decision was very controversial.





Although the Warren court found segregation unconstitutional, it would still be an uphill battle, “inch by inch”, to open the doors of school segregation.








