The ‘Courtier’s’ ‘Hammer’
Understanding “The Debate About Women” as seen in 

The Courtier and The Witches Hammer
PART I: The Book of the Courtier
Baldescar Castiglione (1528)
[EDITED AND ABRIDGED]

In “Part III” of the book, we find two men are having a conversation. Both are “courtiers” in the Renaissance court, but find difficulty in reaching an agreement in regards to the “debate about women”. Lord Gaspar, a strong misogynist, clashes with Giuliano de’ Medici, who sets out to detail the virtues of a “court lady”. 

- - -

My lord Gaspar then said, laughing: 

"Since you have given women [a range of individual freedoms, ranging from those in the bedroom to those in the company of others], I only [imagine] that you would not also have them govern cities, make laws, and lead armies, and let the men stay at home to cook or spin." 

The Magnifico [Giuliano de’ Medici] replied, also laughing: 

"Perhaps even this would not be amiss." Then he added: “Do you not know that Plato, who certainly was no great friend to women, gave them charge over the city, and gave all other martial duties to the men? Do you not believe that there are many to be found who would know how to govern cities and armies as well as men do? But I have not laid these duties on them, because I am fashioning a Court Lady and not a Queen. 

"I well know you [are referring to the argument] that they are very imperfect creatures, incapable of doing any good act, and of very little worth and no dignity by comparison with men: but in truth both [arguments] would be greatly in the wrong if you were to think this." …
Then my lord Gaspar said: 

“It ought to have been quite enough for you to make this Court Lady beautiful, discreet, [sexually-pure], gracious, and able (without incurring infamy) to entertain with dancing, music, games, laughter, witticisms, and the other things which we see used at court every day. But to insist on giving her knowledge of all the things in the world, and to attribute to her those virtues that are so rarely seen in men even in past centuries, is something that cannot be endured or hardly listened to. 

“Nature always aims and designs to make things most perfect, but sometimes, as in trees, many fruits never ripen. Thus woman may be said to be a creature produced by chance and accident….Yet, as these imperfections of women are the fault of nature who has made them so, we ought not to hate them or fail to show them that respect which is their due. But to esteem them above what they are, seems to me plain erroneous." 

The Magnifico Giuliano waited for my lord Gaspar to continue further, but seeing that he kept silent, said: 

“Do you not know that in philosophy this proposition is maintained, that those who are tender in flesh are apt in mind? So there is no doubt that women, being [more tender] in flesh, are [stronger] in mind, and of capacity better fitted for speculation than men are." In consider[ing] the workings of nature, you will find that she makes women what they are, not by chance, but adapted to the necessary end: for although she makes them not strong in body and of [peaceful] spirit, with many other qualities opposed to those of men, yet the characters of both tend to one single end conducive to the same use. For just as by reason of that feebleness of theirs women are less courageous, so for the same reason they are also more cautious: thus the mother nourishes her children, the father instructs them and with his strength earns abroad that which she with anxious care preserves at home, which is not the lesser merit. 

He continued:

“Again, if you examine the ancient histories, you will find that worth has continually existed among women as well as among men; and that there have even been those who waged wars and won glorious victories therein, governed kingdoms with the highest prudence and justice, and did everything that men have done. As for the sciences, do you not remember having read of many women who were learned in philosophy? Others who were very excellent in poetry? Others who [argued legal cases], and accused and defended most eloquently before judges? Of handicrafts it would be too long to tell, nor is there need to bring proof regarding that. 

“Nor do I see how you can say that nature does not aim to bring forth women, without whom the human species cannot be preserved, whereof this same nature is more desirous than of everything else. For by means of this union of male and female she brings forth children, who repay the benefits received in childhood by maintaining their parents when old; then in turn they [give birth to] other children of their own, from whom they look to receive in old age that which they in their youth bestowed upon their parents; thus nature, moving as it were in a circle, fills out eternity and in this way grants immortality to mortals. Woman being therefore as necessary in this as man, I do not see how the one was made more by chance than the other. “If Nature were always to bring forth male, she would be working imperfection; for just as from body and soul there results a compound more noble than its parts, which is man, — so from the union of male and female there results a compound which preserves the human species, and without which its members would perish. 
“Women do not desire to be men in order to be perfect, but in order to have liberty and to escape that dominion over them which man has arrogated to himself by his own authority. And the analogy that you cite of matter and form does not apply in everything; for woman is not made perfect by man, as matter by form: because matter receives its being from form and cannot exist without it; nay, the more matter forms have, the more they have of imperfection, and are most perfect when separated from it. But woman does not receive her being from man; nay, just as she is made perfect by him, she also makes him perfect. Hence both join in procreation, which neither of them can effect without the other.”

PART II: Malleus Malificarum (The Witches Hammer)
Heinrich Kramer and Jacob Sprenger (1487) 
[EDITED AND ABRIDGED]

Written to “answer” certain “questions”, the authors set out to prove why women are nothing more than wicked, superstitious, and a curse to their male counterparts. “Question Six” addresses “Witches Who Copulate with Devils” and attempts to answer the questions,                         “Why is it that Women are chiefly addicted to Evil superstitions?” and “Why Superstition is chiefly found in Women”.
- - -

[L]et us now chiefly consider women; and first, why [evil] is found more in so fragile a sex than in men….The wickedness of women is spoken of in the Biblical book of Ecclesiastics, Chapter 25: 
There is no head above the head of a serpent: and there is no wrath above the wrath of a woman.
I had rather dwell with a lion and a dragon than to keep house with a wicked woman. All wickedness is but little to the wickedness of a woman….What else is woman but a foe to friendship?...an inescapable punishment?...a necessary evil?...a natural temptation?...a desirable calamity?...a domestic danger?...a delectable detriment?...an evil of nature, painted with fair colors! Therefore if it be a sin to divorce her when she ought to be kept, it is indeed a necessary torture; for either we commit adultery by divorcing her, or we must endure daily strife. Cicero in his second book of The Rhetorics says: 
The many lusts of men lead them into one sin, but the lust of women leads them into all sins; 
For the root of all women’s vices is avarice.

And Seneca says in his Tragedies: 
A woman either loves or hates; there is no third grade.

And the tears of woman are a deception, for they may spring from true grief, or they may be a snare. When a woman thinks alone, she thinks evil. 
Other again have [proposed] other reasons why there are more superstitious women found than men. And the first is, that they are more gullible; and since the chief aim of the devil is to corrupt faith, therefore he rather attacks them….The second reason is, that women are naturally more impressionable, and more ready to receive the influence of a disembodied spirit; and that when they use this quality well they are very good, but when they use it ill they are very evil. The third reason is that they have slippery tongues, and are unable to conceal from the fellow-women those things which by evil arts they know; and, since they are weak, they find an easy and secret manner of vindicating themselves by witchcraft… 
But the natural reason is that she is more carnal than a man, as is clear from her many carnal abominations. And it should be noted that there was a defect in the formation of the first woman, since she was formed from a bent rib, that is, a rib of the breast, which is bent as it were in a contrary direction to a man. And since through this defect she is an imperfect animal, she always deceives. For Cato says: 
When a woman weeps she weaves snares. And again: When a woman weeps, she labors to deceive a man.

And it is clear in the case of the first woman that she had little faith; for when the serpent asked why they did not eat of every tree in Paradise, she answered: Of every tree, etc. - lest perchance we die. Thereby she showed that she doubted, and had little in the word of God. And all this is indicated by the etymology of the word; for Femina comes from Fe and Minus, since she is ever weaker to hold and preserve the faith. Therefore a wicked woman is by her nature quicker to waver in her faith, and consequently quicker to renounce the faith, which is the root of witchcraft….

Women also have weak memories; and it is a natural vice in them not to be disciplined, but to follow their own impulses without any sense of what is due; this is her whole study, and all that she keeps in her memory. If you hand over the whole management of the house to her, but reserve some minute detail to your own judgment, she will think that you are displaying a great want of faith in her, and will stir up a strife; and unless you quickly take counsel, she will prepare poison for you, and consult seers and soothsayers; and will become a witch.
