French Revolution
“Select-A-Quest” Analysis of the Road to Revolution

Directions: Utilizing the childhood literary theme of “Select-A-Quest”, let’s see how the French Revolution was almost achieved, relatively “bloodlessly”, at various stops along the “quest”. Essential Question: Why did hundreds of thousands have to die to achieve such basic civil rights?
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START





French Third Estate, you’re sick of the triple-headed monster of centuries of oppression: your dominant class pays all the taxes and has no land. 


Select-A-Quest: Where to next?





Suck it up, and keep “going along” to “get along”





REBEL! Enough’s enough! Enlightenment              thought prevails!





NEXT





Ok. So let’s rebel! How do you want to do it:


Civilly? or Violently?





Civilly: How?





Violently: How?





NEXT





How’d it go? If it went well, it seems like you’ve solved your problems and your now a respected member of society. If not…we need to send a stronger message. How do you want to do it: Pen? or Sword?





Pen: Who? What? Where? When? Why?





Sword: How?





A “symbol” of the King: What? Where? Why?





Versailles: Why?





NEXT





Did this work? If not…we might need to go even stronger than ever though possible. Pens away; the swords will play. Where do you want to go?





Rewrite a “New Constitution” with the King. What will it say?





Banish the King: Why?





NEXT





Congrats! I’m sure this worked! If not…we’re screwed!


So…how do you want to make it permanent? 





Try something “new”. What “newness” will you bring in? How? Why?





Try the Same Thing Again: How?








 (Einstein: The definition of “insanity” is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results…)





END





Wait…this didn’t work? Why not? You did everything right! You petitioned! You organized! You even revolted! And then signed a new constitution? And now there’s fears of a collapse into anarchy? What now?








