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on the continent of Europe. “Human fault” may include





John Kelly and 





distinguished scientists. 





The Anglo-French Hundred Years’ War – the largest, bloodiest conflict in the Middle Ages, beginning in 1337, in the decade before the plague arrived – transformed the chevauchée (the war practice of “raping, burning, and pillaging”) into a common and devastating weapon. On the Italian peninsula, through hunger and rain, flood and earthquakes, Italians persisted in killing one another. Genoa was at war with Venice, the papacy with the Holy Roman Emperor, the Hungarians with Naples, and in Rome, the aristocratic Colonna and Orsini families were slitting each others’ throats with the happy abandon of Mafia clans. 


However, with war and the waging of death came another important factor: military hygiene. The barber-turned-surgeon on the battlefront, who rarely poured his patients’ blood anywhere except on the road in front of his tent, also contributed to the squalid cesspool of disease. 


Additionally, combat stress has been shown to play a role in high disease rates. Coupled with military barracks and trenches piled high with human waste, half-eaten rations, and bloodstained battle dressings, battlefields can be thought to have indirectly led to the spread of the plague. 


In sum, says historian Phillip Zeigler, citizens fully immersed on a war-torn society, “were physically in no state to resist a sudden and sever epidemic, and psychology.” In other words, war had weakened the Europeans to a state of mental and physical disrepair. Additionally, they “were attuned to…a supine [lying face upwards] acceptance of disaster,” suggesting that upon the arrival of the Black Death, many Europeans just lay down and accepted their fate. 
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