Napoléon Le Petit

Victor Hugo

What can he be? Everything.

What has he done? Nothing.

With this full power in eight months, a man of genius had changed the face of France, of Europe perhaps.

But then, it took France that long to not do anything.

God knows he struggles:

he rages,

he touches everything,

he runs after the projects he can’t create yet decrees that they should be made!

He seeks only to deceive.

His impotence, is in fact, the very thing that keeps him going.

But alas!

This wheel idles.

A man who, after his takeover, married a foreign princess, is nothing but a careerist advantageous.

He loves glory, glitter, big words, whatever makes sounds, whatever shines, all the beauties of power.

To him, it’s all about money, speculation, banks, stock exchanges, and keeping money secured.

He has quirks he must satisfy.

When we measure a man, and find him small, then we should measure his success just as equally;

It is impossible for the mind to be surprised at this!

He adds cynicism to the country, because France, the very country he tramples, laughed at him,

Yet, those brave and loyal, still refuse to insult and mock.
It’s a sad spectacle that gallops through the absurd: a poor man escaped.

INTERVIEW WITH VICTOR HUGO

A “mock interview” based on the real words of victor hugo

[edited for context and translation]

- - -


Mr. Hugo, you seem to keep very up-to-date in French politics. What do you think about our new president?


Victor Hugo: We have to start at the beginning. For months, it spread. He lectured, triumphed, presided at banquets, threw huge parties, danced, reigned, and paraded his tail ... And he succeeded. As a result, the apotheosis [climax] is here. Are there supporters of Napoleon? He has more than [Emperor] Trajan [of Ancient Rome]. The one thing that strikes me though, is that in all the qualities that he recognizes, in all praise addressed to him, you never hear the following words or phrases: ability, coolness, audacity [daring]…
Wow. Impotent or not,, there seems to be an abundance of personal ambition behind this man. Since you desire to be a high-ranking official in his government, what is his vision for the country?

Victor Hugo: Napoleon does not have reason; he has needs. And his are desires of a dictator. But truthfully, omnipotence would fade if it were not seasoned in this way…. One wonders: how did he do it? Two words: money and cunning ... He asked us, “Do you want to be a powerful people, to be a free nation, to be a source of light?” But France sees clearer now. And that's a success.

It seems as if Napoleon desires to run this country much like he would a business. Is that true?
Victor Hugo: To him, it’s all about money, speculation, banks, stock exchanges, and keeping money secured.... What a pity that that he puts joy over interests and greed ... It’s admirable to do honest business with the railway, for example, and make money, but that is ignoble…to sell our souls to an interest rate! It short,…he’s nothing more than a thief and a rascal. He will always consider himself the poor prince industry. 
And does the country have any say in this? Is there the “Freedom of the Press” for example?
Victor Hugo (laughing): The freedom of the press! What can we say? Isn’t it ridiculous just pronounce this word? The free press!...The honor of the French spirit!...The best of all news coverage!...The perpetual awakening of the nation!...Where is it? 
