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 “Welcome to Britain!”
We’re glad you’re here!

Let us introduce you to true British nationalism.

We’re going to use Ernest Renan’s definition of nationalism and that nationalism is determined by:

1. “Wars, marriages, and treaties” of a specific dynasty. 

2. “A common family of feudal origin;…some sense a nucleus of centralization.”
3. But, “a nation can exist without a dynastic principle.” Most importantly, it is “the fact of sharing, in the past, a glorious heritage and regrets, and of having, in the future, [a shared] programme to put into effect, or the fact of having suffered, enjoyed, and hoped together.”
4. “…the feeling of sacrifices that one has made in the past and of those that one is prepared to make in the future. “
So, in that light, here is our nationalism:

PART 1: WARS, MARRIAGES, AND TREATIES

1. Firstly, hats off to us: aside from those pesky wars with the Americans, so international wars or conflicts! (+3). Yes, wars tend to galvanize the nation, but “peace” is often a better one!
2. Secondly, not being on the Continent gives us a different kind of national pride. We don’t have as much of a “fervent nationalism”, brought on by a need to “compete” with the other nations in terms of border supremacy, but our feeling of “supremacy” over all of Europe is a different “flavor” of nationalism…(+1)
3. True, the Irish Rebellion of 1798 (-2) and the Potato Famine of the 1850s would count as domestic conflicts, but considering they’re just “rebellious step-children”, I guess it’s not that big of a stain on our pride…

PART 2: COMMON FAMILY; a NUCLEUS of CENTRALIZATION
4. Talk about a “Common Family”! We’ve had a “Constitutional Monarchy” since the 1200s, and fortified it during the Glorious Revolution of the 1680s! (+3).
5. With Queen Victoria at the helm since the 1830s (+1), British nationalism has never been stronger! London, Manchester, Birmingham…heck, even Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Dublin…have “centralized” all aspects of society: industry, city growth, urban planning, an increase in the quality of life, etc. etc.! (+4).

6. The British railroad system and general feeling of “connectivity”...highlighted by the Great Exhibition of 1851…have really felt this small Island feel like we’re on to something good! (+2).
PART 3: “SHARING…the FUTURE… the HOPES…and the SACRIFICES”
7. But now, we must share the reality of our ethnic situation, too. Renan says that “nationalism” is built on “the fact of sharing, in the past, a glorious heritage and regrets, and of having, in the future”, and that idea of “heritage” is certainly not evident with the Irish (-5). 
8. And we must bring up the issue of Irish Independence. During the Irish Civil War of 1922, his life was cut short, but up until then, Michael Collins advocated fiercely for nationhood:
I have used the word ‘intimidation.’ The whole attitude of Britain towards Ireland in the past was an attitude of intimidation, and we, as negotiators, were not in the position of conquerors dictating terms of peace to a vanquished foe. We had not beaten the enemy out of our country by force of arms. For our continued national and spiritual existence two things are necessary—security and freedom. The history of this nation has not been, as is so often said, the history of a military struggle of 750 years; it has been much more a history of peaceful penetration of 750 years. It has been a struggle on our part to prevent that, a struggle against exploitation, a struggle against the cancer that was eating up our lives, and it was only after discovering that, that it was economic penetration, that we discovered that political freedom was necessary in order that that should be stopped….

This might be one of the most devastating parts of British culture: nationalism at the expense of others…
