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“Bienvenue en France!”
We’re glad you’re here!

Let us introduce you to true French nationalism.

We’re going to use Ernest Renan’s definition of nationalism and that nationalism is determined by:

1. “Wars, marriages, and treaties” of a specific dynasty. 

2. “A common family of feudal origin;…some sense a nucleus of centralization.”
3. But, “a nation can exist without a dynastic principle.” Most importantly, it is “the fact of sharing, in the past, a glorious heritage and regrets, and of having, in the future, [a shared] programme to put into effect, or the fact of having suffered, enjoyed, and hoped together.”
4. “…the feeling of sacrifices that one has made in the past and of those that one is prepared to make in the future. “
So, in that light, here is our nationalism:

PART 1: WARS, MARRIAGES, AND TREATIES

1. Ok…well…yeah. We’re not so good at wars. We’re great at keeping our own people organized (well…we’re not that good at that either…), but we are seeing some success! Firstly, for about 50 years, we had no international wars since the Napoleonic Era (+2)…
2. …until the Prussians (now the Germans) destroyed us in the Franco-Prussian War of 1871 (-5). So, maybe we’re not so good with that…
3. BUT! We did agree to, and helped foster, the Congress of Vienna (+1), which reorganized our country. But I guess we didn’t have a choice, cuz all of Europe’s powers were upset with us. 

4. I guess the best accomplishment in the “war” department we’ve had would be the “staying out” of international wars. But our “domestic wars” (-5), seen in the “Three Glorious Days”, the bloody “June Days”, Napoleon III’s “coup d’etat” have really destroyed a nationalists sense of “one-ness”…
PART 2: COMMON FAMILY; a NUCLEUS of CENTRALIZATION
5. Ok…here’s where we make a comeback. France, has more or less, be a country intact since the 400s (+1). We’ve gained and lost territory, but the “Frank empire” has been intact for almost 1,500 years!
6. And we do share a common history. The Bourbon Kings had ruled France for over 300 years (+1). Yes, we removed that last Bourbon king, Charles X, but it was time for him to go…

7. Since the 1790s, the French have utilized the “uniting vocabulary” of “citizen” and “patrie” [homeland]. Napoleon even utilized the word “paternalism”, and according to Ernest Renan, “The words patrie and citizen had recovered their former meanings” lost in the pre-Revolutionary times. (+3).
PART 3: “SHARING…the FUTURE… the HOPES…and the SACRIFICES”
8. But now, we must share the reality of our ethnic situation, too. Renan says that “nationalism” is built on “the fact of sharing, in the past, a glorious heritage and regrets, and of having, in the future”, and that idea of “heritage” is certainly not evident with the Jews (-5). And we must bring up the issue of the Dreyfus Affair of 1894. Put simply, Alfred Dreyfus, a high-ranking French soldier and a Jew, was accused of treason and espionage and the selling of military secrets to the Germans. Émile Zola wrote a book called J’Accuse in which he actually accuses France of the crime of ethnic hatred. In it, he writes:

Dreyfus knows several languages, crime; one found at his place no compromising papers, crime; he returns sometimes to his country of origin [of the Alsace region of Germany], crime; he is a hard worker, he wants to know everything, crime; he is calm, crime; he is worried, crime…, J’Accuse the [the War Department] of violating the law by condemning a defendant with unrevealed evidence, and I accuse the second council of war of covering up this illegality, by order, by committing in his turn the legal crime of knowingly discharging the culprit.

This might be one of the most devastating parts of French culture: nationalism at the expense of others…
