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“Willkommen in Deutschland!”
We’re glad you’re here!
Let us introduce you to true German nationalism.

We’re going to use Ernest Renan’s definition of nationalism and that nationalism is determined by:

1. “Wars, marriages, and treaties” of a specific dynasty. 

2. “A common family of feudal origin;…some sense a nucleus of centralization.”
3. But, “a nation can exist without a dynastic principle.” Most importantly, it is “the fact of sharing, in the past, a glorious heritage and regrets, and of having, in the future, [a shared] programme to put into effect, or the fact of having suffered, enjoyed, and hoped together.”
4. “…the feeling of sacrifices that one has made in the past and of those that one is prepared to make in the future. “
So, in that light, here is our nationalism:

PART 1: WARS, MARRIAGES, AND TREATIES

1. We started off brilliantly with the establishment of the Zollverein treaty (+5) that united all of the 38 German provinces! But…it didn’t include Austria (-1), and if it would have, we might have avoided the Austro-Prussian War of 1866…

2. BUT! We won the Austro-Prussian War (+5), and this was a huge step for nationalism! Renan says that “nationalism” is determined by common “wars, marriages, and treaties”, so we’re good there!

3. AND! The Franco-Prussian War of 1871! We won (+5) that, too! Sure, it was the French who “poked the Prussian bear”, but at the end of the day, a “win” is a “win”! Pretty “solid” nationalism so far!
PART 2: COMMON FAMILY; a NUCLEUS of CENTRALIZATION
4. Let’s continue on. The German “Confederation” has been a loosely associated amalgamation of anywhere from 30 to 300 provinces. And yeah…it didn’t start out so well. Even Emperor Charles V and his Peace of Augsburg in 1555, couldn’t unify the provinces (-3). And the religious wars of the 1500s and 1600s certainly fractured the confederation (-3), but that was in the past, and this is the present!

5. Yes, we couldn’t fully incorporate the Schleswig and Holstein regions in the North, and technically lost them to the Danish (-2), but we still got 38 provinces, and that’s pretty good!

6. And yeah…I guess we lost Austria, too (-2), but they were too different from us anyway! The fact that we got the Alsace-Lorraine region and all of its Germanic peoples back from France (+2), kinda makes up for all of that…

PART 3: “SHARING…the FUTURE… the HOPES…and the SACRIFICES”
7. Sharing?! It’s what the Germans do best! Consider the very concept of German State Socialism!  It was Bismarck’s “Patrimony of the Disinherited” that provided aid for sick, wage regulation, social security (+5).
a. In regards to wage regulation, he is quoted as saying that, “I am of the opinion that the masses, too, have rights which should be considered…We can not allow these men to hunger.”
b. In regards to health care and social security, his is quoted as saying that you must, “assure him care when he is sick; assure him maintenance when he is old...[This] is not only a duty of humanity and Christianity,…but a duty of State-preserving policy….[Citizens] must be led to regard the State not as an institution contrived for the protection of the better classes of society, but as one serving their own needs and interests.”
c. He even provided for unemployment benefits! He said, if a man comes to him and says, “'I am healthy, I desire to work, but can find no work,’ He is entitled to say also, 'Give me work,' and that the State is bound to give him work”.
8. Bismarck was even the first one to finally suppress the Catholic Church via his Kulturkampf (+2). But then again, maybe that was a bit dictatorial (-1). Oh well: it aided in nationalism!
