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 “Добро пожаловать в Россию”

We’re glad you’re here!

Let us introduce you to true Russian nationalism.

We’re going to use Ernest Renan’s definition of nationalism and that nationalism is determined by:

1. “Wars, marriages, and treaties” of a specific dynasty. 

2. “A common family of feudal origin;…some sense a nucleus of centralization.”
3. But, “a nation can exist without a dynastic principle.” Most importantly, it is “the fact of sharing, in the past, a glorious heritage and regrets, and of having, in the future, [a shared] programme to put into effect, or the fact of having suffered, enjoyed, and hoped together.”
4. “…the feeling of sacrifices that one has made in the past and of those that one is prepared to make in the future. “
So, in that light, here is our nationalism:

PART 1: WARS, MARRIAGES, AND TREATIES

1. Yeah…Russia’s not that good at wars. We thought we were advancing, but then the Crimean War of 1853 (-5) made us realize how woefully prepared we were for live on the big stage. 
2. And then we thought we’d restructured and retooled, and then got annihilated on the Russo-Japanese War of 1904 (-4).

3. And I guess you have to discuss the various uprisings and rebellions. There were the riots and insurrections of the Russian Revolution of 1905 (-2)…

4. …lowlighted by the massacre at the Winter Palace, known as “Bloody Sunday” (-2). So, I guess we’re not starting off very well…

PART 2: COMMON FAMILY; a NUCLEUS of CENTRALIZATION
5. The Russian people have a long history of “family”. Heck, we used to live on “communes” and that has the word “community” in it! Some even use the word “comrade”, and we’ve been “comrades” since the days of the Muscovites in the late 1200s (+2).
6. We’ve had some great tsars, namely Alexander II who liberated the serfs and provided for some individual “community” control via the Zemtsvo (+2)
7. But, there’s still a strong sense of disunity. The legend of the work camps, the gulags and the disenfranchisement of the lower classes (heck the peasants weren’t freed until 1861!!!) are really our “lasting legacy” (-4)…
PART 3: “SHARING…the FUTURE… the HOPES…and the SACRIFICES”
8. But now, we must share the reality of our ethnic situation, too. Renan says that “nationalism” is built on “the fact of sharing, in the past, a glorious heritage and regrets, and of having, in the future”, and that idea of “heritage” is certainly not evident with the Jews (-5). And we must bring up the issue of Jewish Auto-Emancipation and the words of Leo Pinsker:

A fear of the Jewish ghost has passed down the generations and the centuries. The Jews are aliens who can have no representatives, because they have no country. The belief in a Messiah [and that God will return with a Savior to save us]…has caused us to abandon every thought of our national liberation, unity and independence. Consequently, we have renounced the idea of nationhood and did so the more readily since we were preoccupied with our immediate needs. Thus we sank lower and lower. The people without a country forgot their country. Is it not high time to perceive the disgrace of it all?
This might be one of the most devastating parts of Russian culture: nationalism at the expense of others…
