	4.2.a
	Describe the origins, purposes and limitations of government and include the contribution of key philosophers and documents 

	4.2.b
	Identify the structure, function, and roles of members of government and their relationship to democratic values 

	4.2.c
	Analyze and explain the importance of the principles of democracy and the inherent competition among values. Values to include but not be limited to freedom and security, individual rights and common good, and rights and responsibilities 

	4.2.d
	Analyze the role of the founding documents and the evolution of their interpretation through governmental action and court cases. Documents to include but not limited to the United States Constitution and Bill of Rights


Standards Addressed:
Name ______________________________________________

“Plagiarized” Government

Understanding the “American Blend” from the “Plagiarized Documents” of the Past

Directions: Access my website (barnessite.weebly.com) 

to complete this activity. Click on

“U.S. Government” ( “Activity Websites” ( “Plagiarized Government” Activity
…and answer the questions below

PART I: ARISTOTLE

1. Define the "mixed regime" in Aristotle's words.
2. What is the "benefit" of a mixed regime? (HINT: Focus on the "...best person..." part).

3. Define the "American mixed regime" from the analysis of Aristotle's words. 
4. ANALYSIS: Aristotle advocated for a 2-part "mixed regime": the "upper class" and the combined "commoner class" of the farmers and middle class. How many parts are in the American blend? (HINT: 2 parts come together as one...)
PART II: THOMAS HOBBES
5. In Hobbes' opinion, why does mankind fight?

6. Why, in Hobbes' opinion, will there never be "security to any man..."?
7. Complete the sentence: "Without a strong "leader" (Hobbes calls it a ____________________, mankind has to rely on his own ____________________ and ____________________ for protection against other men. The only way to "escape" this is to "____________________" all your power to __________ man. Yes, everyone's individual ____________________ are reduced, but by ____________________ (allowing) this one man to have power over me, all of mankind is united in a ____________________."

8. ANALYSIS: So, does the American government "adopt" Hobbes' suggestion. THINK: To whom (and to what) do you "give your power and strength"?

9. Complete the sentence: "Hobbes says that laws are not meant to ____________________ people, but rather to ____________________ them and keep them in motion so that they don't __________ themselves!"

PART III: JOHN LOCKE
10. For Locke, why is an "absolute monarchy" (or a "Leviathan") a bad thing?
11. For Locke, a strong Leviathan isn't necessary because the "laws of society" are established by the community. In his own words, the "community" acts like a _______________.

12. SYNTHESIS: Both men have said that regardless of the "structure of society", all men surrender their rights in order to be a part of the "_________________________". (HINT: A c-word).

13. EVALUATION: Look at the "e-card" of "bullying", but look at it through the lens of society. Why, in society, is "bullying" a good thing?

14. ANALYSIS: In what ways does American society "bully" its members? In other words, as part of the American commonwealth, what "American themes" have you been bullied into thinking?

15. ANALYSIS: This is foundational to Lockean (and American government). If the government "...be foolish or wicked...” what right does the community have?
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As Thomas Hobbes, I believe that…
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As John Locke, I believe that…
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