Name ___________________________________________________

The Platform Challenge
Ranking the Winners and Losers

1. List the “winners” in the “Platform Challenge”.

2. List the “losers” in the “Platform Challenge”.

3. Write a statement that explains WHY the “winners” won.
4. Write a statement that explains WHY the “losers” lost.
Now, let’s take a look at our graph in a more analytical way…

5. “War End” is one of the biggest platform issues. It’s given a value of 10. Why do you think this is the highest?

6. What categories didn’t really exist before the 1950s and 1960s? (before Nixon…)

7. Do you think it’s easier or harder to get elected these days? In other words, was it easier or harder for Obama to get elected, rather than for Wilson?

8. Do you think it’s better to have more items or fewer items on your platform? Why?

9. CONCLUSION: There is a theory called “wag the dog” in which presidents actually hope (and pray) for wars and disasters to occur, because then they will be elected. Based on the graph, and based on the point value for War End, how do you know this is true?

