Name ___________________________________________________
Polticial Socialization

The Formulation of "Voting Norms" Based On Political Surroundings
Directions: Access my website (barnessite.weebly.com) to complete this activity.

Click on “U.S. Government” ( “Activity Websites” ( “Political Socialization Activity”

…and answer the questions below

1. Define “political socialization”. (HINT: It’s in the Introduction…)

PART I: THE VOTING “PROFILE”
2. Make a conclusion about gender and political allegiance. (NOTE: Blue is "Democrat" and "Red" is Republican. 

3. Make a conclusion about race and political allegiance.

4. Make a conclusion on the Asian and Hispanic votes.
5. Make a conclusion about income and political allegiance. 

6. Make a conclusion about education and political allegiance.

7. Make a conclusion about "size of place" / "where you live" and political allegiance.
8. Make a conclusion about religion and political allegiance. 

9. FINAL CONCLUSION: ceate "the most Democratic" and the "most Republican person" you can think of, based on the above factors. 

PART II THE VOTING “INFLUENCE”
10. Examine the graph provided on the site.  What "general conclusion" can you draw?
11. For those born in 1937…When were they the most Democratic? the most Republican? Under which presidents?

12. ANALYSIS: Why did those born in 1937 lean Republican in their twenties? 

13. After adjusting the graph…"Those born in the year 1954 tend to lean “____________________” throughout their lives. 

"Those born in the year 1955 tend to lean “____________________” throughout their lives. 

Make a prediction: How on earth can you explain this shift?

14. The current generation leans “______________________________”.
15. Draw your house here!

16. What "communities" comprise our state? Simply list them. 

17. Boulder County is the ____________________________________________________________ Community.
Weld County is the ____________________________________________________________ Community

18. What are the two or three "dominant" communities that comprise our state?

19. What other parts of the country are similar to us here in Boulder County…in terms of “Campus and Career?
20. What other parts of the country are similar to us here in Boulder and Weld Counties……in terms of “Immigration Nation?

21. What other parts of the country are similar to us here in Boulder and Weld Counties…in terms of “Tractor Country?
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22. In my opinion, the THREE (3) BIGGEST FACTORS that will encourage you to vote are…

…the THREE (3) BIGGEST FACTORS that will discourage you to vote are…

“Fill-In” Story: So, you wanna know about political socialization, huh? Well, let’s start with the basics. Political socialization is the process by which you become __________ of the politics around you. And there are a lot of factors that determine who you’ll vote for, which party, and whether or not you’ll even vote at all! As a rule, the younger you are, the more likely you are to vote ____________________ (political party). If you’re White, you’re likely to vote ____________________. If you have a lot of money, you’re likely to vote ____________________ as well, but if you live in a big city, you’re likely to vote ____________________. Let’s return to age. Data suggests that events that you experience at the age of 18 or younger are __________ times more “impacting” than those that occur later! And that makes sense! That’s when you’re “building your socialization house”! The foundation of your “socialization house” is your ____________________ and the political views they give you. Next, the walls represent your ____________________ and ____________________. Your “roof” is your physical ____________________, but you can choose whether or not to identify when them. Lastly, the “__________” that heats your stove can be thought of as the “media” that heats your __________! Where you’re from impacts your socialization as well. How you speak (the “Dialect Quiz”) and your “community” make up your identity. Colorado’s biggest “communities” are ______________________________, ______________________________, and ______________________________. All of these factors make for a very “politically-socialized” individual!
