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When the devil sees that a man is weak, he strikes him with a hatchet in order to make him fall into sin; but if he sees that he is strong, he then strikes him with an axe. If a young girl be modest and well brought up, he throws some dissipated youth in her way, and causes her to yield to his flatteries and fall into sin. Thus the devil strikes her with his axe. Here is a citizen of good repute; he enters the courts of the great lords, and there is the axe so well sharpened that no virtue can resist its strokes. But we are now living in still more evil days; the devil has called his followers together, and they have dealt terrible blows on the very gates of the temple. It is by the gates that the house is entered, and it is the prelates who should lead the faithful to the Church of Christ. 

Therefore the devil hath aimed his heaviest blows at them, and hath broken down these gates. Thus it is that no more good prelates are to be found in the Church. Seest thou no that they do all things amiss?... the cure of souls is no longer their concern; they are content with the receipt of revenue… This is the new Church, no longer built on living rock, namely, of Christians steadfast in the living faith and in the mold of charity; but built of sticks, namely, of Christians dry as tinder for the fires of hell… Go thou to Rome and throughout Christendom; in the mansions of the great prelates and great lords there is no concern save for poetry and the oratorical art. Go thither and see, thou shalt find them all with books of the humanities in their hands, and telling one another that they can guide men’s souls by means of Vergil, Horace, and Cicero. Wouldst thou see how the Church is ruled by the hands of astrologers? And there is no prelate nor great lord that hath no intimidate dealings with some astrologers, who fixeth the hour and the moment in which he is to ride out or undertake some pieces of business…

Thus our Church hath many find outer ceremonies for the solemnization of ecclesiastical rites, grand vestments and numerous draperies, with gold and silvers candlesticks, and so many chalices that is a majestic sight to behold. There thou seest the great prelates with splendid mitres of gold and precious stones on their heads, and silves crosiers in hand; there they stand at the altar, decked with fine copes and soles of brocade, chanting those beautiful vespers and masses, very slowly, and with so many grand ceremonies, so many organs with choristers, that thou art struck with amazement; and all these priests seem to thee grave and saintly men, thou canst not believe that they may be in error, but deem that all which they say and do should be obeyed even as the Gospel; and thus is our Church conducted, Men feed upon these vanities and rejoice in these pomps, and say that the Church of Christ was never so flourishing whereas our prelates, for the sake of obtaining chalices, will rob the poor of their sole means of support. But dost thou know what I would tell thee? In the primitive Church the chalices were of wood, the prelates of gold; in these days the Church hath chalices of gold and prelates of wood. These have introduced devilish games among us; they have no belief in God, and jeer at the mysteries of our faith! What doest Thou, O Lord? Why dost Thou slumber? Arise, and come to deliver thy Church from the hands of the devils, from the hands of tyrants, the hands of iniquitous prelates. Hast Thou forsaken Thy Church? Dost Thou not love her? Is she not dear unto Thee? O Lord, we are become the despised of all nations; the Turks are masters of Constantinople; we have lost Asia, have lost Greece, we already pay tribute to the Infidel. O Lord God, Thou hast deal with us as a wrathful father, Thou has cast us out from Thy presence! Hasten then the chastisement and the scourge, that it may be quickly granted us to return to thee. Effundeirastuas in gentes. Be ye not scandalized, O by brethren, by these words; rather, when ye see that the righteous desire chastisement, know that it is because they seek to banish evil, so that the kingdom of our blessed Lord, Jesus Christ, may flourish in the world. The only hope that now remains to us, is that the sword of God may soon smite earth.

