- The City of Ladies-

Christine de Pizan

All wives of artisans should be very painstaking and diligent if they wish to have the necessities of life. They should encourage their husbands or their workmen to get to work early in the morning and work until late, for mark our words, there is no trade so good that if you neglect your work you will not have difficulty putting bread on the table. And besides encouraging the others, the wife herself should be involved in the work to the extent that she knows all about it, so that she may know how to oversee his workers if her husband is absent, and to reprove them if they do not do well. She ought to oversee them to keep them from idleness, for through careless workers the master is sometimes ruined. And when customers come to her husband and try to drive a hard bargain, she ought to warn him solicitously to take care that he does not make a bad deal. She should advise him to be chary of giving too much credit if he does not know precisely where and to whom it is going, for in this way many come to poverty, although sometimes the greed to earn more or to accept a tempting proposition makes them do it.
In addition, she ought to keep her husband’s love as much as she can, to this end: that he will stay at home more willingly and that he may not have any reason to join the foolish crowds of other young men in taverns and indulge in unnecessary and extravagant expense, as many tradesmen do, especially in Paris. By treating him kindly she should protect him as well as she can from this. It is said that three things drive a man from his home: a quarrelsome wife, a smoking fireplace and a leaking roof. She too ought to stay at home gladly and not go every day traipsing hither and yon gossiping with the neighbours and visiting her chums to find out what everyone is doing. That is done by slovenly housewives roaming about the town in groups. Nor should she go offon these pilgrimages got up for no good reason and involving a lot of needless expense. Furthermore, she ought to remind her husband that they should live so frugally that their expenditure does not exceed their income, so that at the end of the year they do not find themselves in debt.
If she has children, she should have them instructed and taught first at school by educated people so that they may know how better to serve God. Afterwards they may be put to some trade by which they may earn a living, for whoever gives a trade or business training to her child gives a great possession. The children should be kept from wantonness and from voluptuousness above all else, for truly it is something that most shames the children of good towns and is a great sin of mothers and fathers, who ought to be the cause of the virtue and good behavior of their children, but they are sometimes the reason (because of bringing them up to be finicky and indulging them too much) for their wickedness and ruin.
- Il Principe (The Prince) -
Nicolò Machiavelli
CHAPTER XV

Concerning Things For Which Men, And

Especially Princes, Are Praised Or Blamed
It remains now to see what ought to be the rules of conduct for a prince towards subject and friends. And as I know that many have written on this point, I expect I shall be considered presumptuous
 in mentioning it again, especially as in discussing it I shall depart from the methods of other people. But, it being my intention to write a thing which shall be useful to him who apprehends it, it appears to me more appropriate to follow up the real truth of a matter than the imagination of it; for many have pictured republics and principalities which in fact have never been known or seen, because how one lives is so far distant from how one ought to live, that he who neglects what is done for what ought to be done, sooner effects his ruin than his preservation; for a man who wishes to act entirely up to his professions of virtue soon meets with what destroys him among so much that is evil.

Hence it is necessary for a prince wishing to hold his own to know how to do wrong, and to make use of it or not according to necessity. Therefore, putting on one side imaginary things concerning a prince, and discussing those which are real, I say that all men when they are spoken of, and chiefly princes for being more highly placed, are remarkable for some of those qualities which bring them either blame or praise; and thus it is that one is reputed liberal, another miserly
; one is reputed generous, one rapacious
; one cruel, one compassionate; one faithless, another faithful; one effeminate
 and cowardly, another bold and brave; one affable
, another haughty
; one lascivious
, another chaste; one sincere, another cunning; one hard, another easy; one grave, another frivolous; one religious, another unbelieving, and the like. 
And I know that every one will confess that it would be most praiseworthy in a prince to exhibit all the above qualities that are considered good; but because they can neither be entirely possessed nor observed, for human conditions do not permit it, it is necessary for him to be sufficiently prudent
 that he may know how to avoid the reproach
 of those vices which would lose him his state; and also to keep himself, if it be possible, from those which would not lose him it; but this not being possible, he may with less hesitation abandon himself to them. And again, he need not make himself uneasy at incurring a reproach for those vices without which the state can only be saved with difficulty, for if everything is considered carefully, it will be found that something which looks like virtue, if followed, would be his ruin; whilst something else, which looks like vice, yet followed brings him security and prosperity.

CHAPTER XVII

Concerning Cruelty And Clemency, And

Whether It Is Better To Be Loved Than Feared

Coming now to the other qualities mentioned above, I say that every prince ought to desire to be considered clement
 and not cruel. Nevertheless he ought to take care not to misuse this clemency. A prince, so long as he keeps his subjects united and loyal, ought not to mind the reproach of cruelty; because with a few examples he will be more merciful than those who, through too much mercy, allow disorders to arise, from which follow murders or robberies; for these are wont to injure the whole people, whilst those executions which originate with a prince offend the individual only.

And of all princes, it is impossible for the new prince to avoid the imputation
 of cruelty, owing to new states being full of dangers. Nevertheless he ought to be slow to believe and to act, nor should he himself show fear, but proceed in a temperate
 manner with prudence and humanity, so that too much confidence may not make him incautious and too much distrust render him intolerable.
Upon this a question arises: whether it be better to be loved than feared or feared than loved? It may be answered that one should wish to be both, but, because it is difficult to unite them in one person, is much safer to be feared than loved, when, of the two, either must be dispensed with.

Because this is to be asserted in general of men, that they are ungrateful, fickle
, false, cowardly, covetous
, and as long as you succeed they are yours entirely; they will offer you their blood, property, life and children, as is said above, when the need is far distant; but when it approaches they turn against you. And that prince who, relying entirely on their promises, has neglected other precautions, is ruined; because friendships that are obtained by payments, and not by greatness or nobility of mind, may indeed be earned, but they are not secured, and in time of need cannot be relied upon; and men have less scruple
 in offending one who is beloved than one who is feared, for love is preserved by the link of obligation which, owing to the baseness of men, is broken at every opportunity for their advantage; but fear preserves you by a dread of punishment which never fails.
Nevertheless a prince ought to inspire fear in such a way that, if he does not win love, he avoids hatred; because he can endure very well being feared whilst he is not hated, which will always be as long as he abstains
 from the property of his citizens and subjects and from their women. But when it is necessary for him to proceed against the life of someone, he must do it on proper justification and for manifest
 cause, but above all things he must keep his hands off the property of others, because men more quickly forget the death of their father than the loss of their patrimony
.
I come to the conclusion that, men loving according to their own will and fearing according to that of the prince, a wise prince should establish himself on that which is in his own control and not in that of others; he must endeavor only to avoid hatred, as is noted.
- A Merchant’s Advice to His Sons -

Giovanni Rucellai, Florence

I do not deny that participation in the republic’s affairs is not a most worthy enterprise, nor do I castigate
 him who, because of his excellence and his good words, honors his country by being just and honest. In fact, I say that a true honor is one which is appreciated by all citizens. But to do as they do: submit to this one, line up behind that one, form alliances, factions and conspiracies in order to surpass the most sagacious
 citizens; to desire to administer the state as if it were one’s shop, appropriating
 its wealth and considering it a dowry
 for one’s daughters, competing with one group of citizens while despising another; all these are dishonest things in a city. 

Therefore, my son’s, I wish that you never desire an important political position in order to convert the treasure of the state into your own, for such an action is not good and I shall not approve it. He who aspires to a political position with this goal in mind has always been destroyed by the state itself regardless of the power of ingenuity which he might command. Everyone who has tried to ride this horse has always fallen from it, and the higher his position, the greater his blow and the more complete his ruin.

Let me repeat that the act of governing is notable and praiseworthy. He is a true citizen who assumes office not of his own will, not for advancement or grandeur
, but when guided by reason, justice, prudence and has the approval of the good citizens – not with a view to becoming an overlord or superior to others, but in good to be a greater service. The good citizen wishes the good of all, he loves peace, equality, honesty, humility, the tranquility of the entire city, is happy in the pursuit of his own affairs, scorns
 avarice
 and uncontrollable passions and seeks to advance good understanding in his household and even more his country. 

CHAPTER X

Concerning The Way In Which The 

Strength Of All Principalities 
Ought To Be Measured
It is necessary to consider another point in examining the character of these principalities
: that is, whether a prince has such power that, in case of need, he can support himself with his own resources, or whether he has always need of the assistance of others. And to make this quite clear I say that I consider those are able to support themselves by their own resources who can, either by abundance of men or money, raise a sufficient army to join battle against any one who comes to attack them; and I consider those always to have need of others who cannot show themselves against the enemy in the field, but are forced to defend themselves by sheltering behind walls. The first case has been discussed, but we will speak of it again should it recur. In the second case one can say nothing except to encourage such princes to provision
 and fortify
 their towns, and not on any account to defend the country. And whoever shall fortify his town well, and shall have managed the other concerns of his subjects in the way stated above, and to be often repeated, will never be attacked without great caution, for men are always adverse
 to enterprises
 where difficulties can be attack one who has his town well fortified, and is not hated by his people.

And beyond this, to keep the people quiet and without loss to the state, they always have the means of giving work to the community in those labors that are the life and strength of the city, and on the pursuit of which the people are supported; they also hold military exercises in repute
, and moreover have many ordinances
 to uphold them.

Therefore, a prince who has a strong city, and had not made himself odious
, will not be attacked, or if any one should attack he will only be driven off with disgrace; again, because that affairs of this world are so changeable, it is almost impossible to keep an army a whole year in the field without being interfered with. And whoever should reply: If the people have property outside the city, and see it burnt, they will not remain patient, and the long siege and self-interest will make them forget their prince; to this I answer that a powerful and courageous prince will overcome all such difficulties by giving at one time hope to his subjects that the evil will not be for long, at another time fear of the cruelty of the enemy, then preserving himself adroitly
 from those subjects who seem to him to be too bold.

Further, the enemy would naturally on his arrival at once burn and ruin the country at the time when the spirits of the people are still hot and ready for the defense; and, therefore, so much the less ought the prince to hesitate; because after a time, when spirits have cooled, the damage is already done, the ills are incurred
, and there is no longer any remedy; and therefore they are so much the more ready to unite with their prince, he appearing to be under obligations to them now that their houses have been burnt and their possessions ruined in his defense. For it is the nature of men to be bound by the benefits they confer
 as much as by those they receive. Therefore, if everything is well considered, it will not be difficult for a wise prince to keep the minds of his citizens steadfast from first to last, when he does not fail to support and defend them.

� presumptuous: failing to assume what is normal; arrogant


� miserly: someone who refuses to spend money; cheap; thrifty


� rapacious: greedy, selfish


� effeminate: feminine, “girly”


� affable: friendly, good-natured


� haughty: arrogant, conceited


� lascivious: perverted; overly-sexual


� prudent: fair, appropriate, wise


� reproach: disapproval, judgment, penalty


� clement: mild, merciful, kind


� imputation: a personal attack, but one that’s not based on truth


� temperate: calm, gentle, easy


� fickle: capable of changing your mind; indecisive


� covetous: envious, greedy


� scruple: doubt, hesitation


� abstain: to stay away, to “not do” something


� manifest: established, permanent


� patrimony: property inherited from your father; your heritage


� castigate: reprimand, blame, punish


� sagacious: wise, smart


� appropriate: to choose how to spend money; to set aside money for a specific purpose


� dowry: money, wealth, or property given by the wife’s family to the husband upon the marriage of their daughter


� grandeur: greatness, “grandness” 


� scorn: to hate, or cast judgment upon someone or some thing


� avarice: greed


� principality: a region over which someone rules, like a state


� provision: to provide


� fortify: to strengthen or to make more permanent


� adverse: opposed to, or not wanting to do something


� enterprises: plans, actions, or strategies


� repute: reputation; a defining characteristic of something


� ordinance: a law or legal structure


� odious: hated


� adroitly: skillfully, with poise and grace


� incur: to take a penalty of; to become accountable for an action


� confer: to give, to grant, to bestow





