COMMISIONERS OF THE THIRD ESTATE OF THE CARCASSONNE

Cahier de Doleances: The Third Estate Speaks (1789)
Assuming the throne in 1774, Louis XVI inherited a bankrupt government that spent half its income just to pay the interest on the national debt. The Cahiers Doleances (Notebooks of Grievances)) were an attempt to discover and catalog the issue the king would need to resolve at the meeting of the Estates General in order to get approval for new taxes. Long denied any formal avenue of complaint, the third estate - everyone not nobility or clergy - responded with a flood of complaints and suggestions that surprised Louis and his advisors. While phrased in respectful language, the Cahiers illuminate a society at odds with the absolutism of Louis XVI’s predecessors.

- - -

The third estate of the electoral district of Carcassonne [car-cass-OWN], … declares that the happiness of the nation must, in their opinion, depend upon that of its king, upon the stability of the monarchy, and upon the preservation of the orders which compose it and of the fundamental laws which govern it. 

Considering, too, that a holy respect for religion, morality, civil liberty, the rights of property, … a persistent economy in government expenditures, and indispensable reforms in all branches of the administration, are the best and perhaps the only means of perpetuating the existence of the monarchy; 

The third estate of the electoral district of Carcassonne very humbly petitions his Majesty to take into consideration these several matters, weigh them in his wisdom, and permit his people to enjoy, as soon as may be, fresh proofs of that benevolence which he has never ceased to exhibit toward them and which is dictated by his affection for them. 

1. Public worship should be confined to the Roman Catholic religion, to the exclusion of all other forms of worship; its extension should be promoted and the most efficient measures taken to reestablish the discipline of the Church and increase its prestige. 
2. Nevertheless the civil rights of those of the king's subjects who are not Catholics should be confirmed, and they should be admitted to positions and offices in the public administration, without however extending this privilege - which reason and humanity alike demand for them - to judicial or police functions or to those of public instruction. 
3. The nation should consider some means of abolishing the annates [money paid to the pope] and all other dues paid to the Holy See, to the prejudice and against the protests of the whole French people. [Furthermore, pluralities should be prohibited, monasteries reduced in numbers, and holidays suppressed or decreased.] 
7.
The rights which have just been restored to the nation should be consecrated as fundamental principles of the monarchy, and…their violation shall hereafter be impossible. 
9.
The meetings of the Estates General of the kingdom should be fixed for definite periods… 
10.
In order to assure to the third estate the influence to which it is entitled in view of the number of its members, the amount of its contributions to the public treasury, and…its votes in the assembly should be taken and counted by head. 
11.
All taxes should be assessed on the same system throughout the nation. 
12.
The dues exacted from commoners holding [pieces of land] should be abolished… A law should be passed declaring members of the third estate qualified to fill all such offices for which they are judged to be personally fitted. 
13.
Since individual liberty is intimately associated with national liberty, his Majesty is hereby petitioned not to permit that it be hereafter interfered with by arbitrary orders for imprisonment. . . 
14.
Freedom should be granted also to the press, which should however be subjected, by means of strict regulations to the principles of religion, morality, and public decency. . . 
60.
The third estate of the district of Carcassonne places its trust, for the rest, in the zeal, patriotism, honor, and probity of its deputies in the National Assembly in all matters which may accord with the beneficent views of his Majesty, the welfare of the kingdom, the union of the three estates, and the public peace.
