The Executive Branch

…the leader of the free world

Overview

· Perhaps the hardest job in the world, the executive branch’s president commands the nation, and the world, from his front desk

· This unit will cover:

1. What are the duties and qualifications of the president?

2. What is the relationship between the president and the vice president?

3. How is the president elected?

4. What is the Cabinet?

5. What are the powers of the president?

Overview: The President
· The Constitution requires:

· __________ years of age

· ____________________-born citizen

· ____________________of the __________for the past __________years…

· ____________________________________________________________not required, but certainly expected…
· __________ presidents have not ________________________________________in office, so _________________________ ________________________________________ (who comes next in line…) is important

· ______________________________is next in line, and even serves if the president is “____________________” or “______________________________” for a certain period

· ____________________, ____________________, ______________________________
· On the whole, most Vice Presidents are ____________________, as their only ____________________is to be “______________________________”________________________________________…

The Electoral System

· Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution establishes the “________________________________________”:

· ____________________, ______________________________, actually _______________________________________
· Number of ____________________for a state is the same ______________________________________________________
· ______________________________, the ______________________________for the president __________________________ ________________________________________
· __________ “electoral votes” are required for a president ____________________, but as the _____________________ taught us, the president with the 270 votes is ________________________________________________________________
· ____________________actually had a greater percentage of the “popular vote”

The Electoral System: Problems and Issues
· But that isn’t fair! Why don’t the people truly elect the president?

· Originally, a __________________________________________________lead the Founding Fathers to require that “____________________”, or the “________________________________________”__________ the president

· Today, __________ and ____________________don’t require a __________________________________________, meaning that electors can ____________________________________________________________…

· But why do we still need a “________________________________________” / “___________________________________” situation?

· We have the ______________________________to count ________________________________________!

· And can a ______________________________ever win the election in a “first past the post” system?

The Cabinet: An Overview
· There are __________ members of the president’s Cabinet

· __________  “____________________” of departments plus the ________________________________________…
· Appointees usually have to have:

· …______________________________in the area of that department

· …______________________________to other interest groups and political machines

· …____________________and a relationship to the president

· Appointees have to be __________________________________________________, but this is usually just a formality
The Cabinet: The Roles
· As a rule, the ____________________members tend to be:

· Secretary of ___________________ (today, Hillary Clinton)

· Secretary of the ____________________ (today, Timothy Geithner)

· The ______________________________ (today, Eric Holder)

· Secretary of ____________________ (today, Robert Gates)
· Each member is responsible for his department and __________________________________________________ on various issues under their control

· In theory, they ______________________________the president on what to do, but they __________________________ ______________________________to the president's ideas…

Presidential Leadership and Power

· Remember, the Founding Fathers realized that the Articles of Confederation failed because there was NO president and NO executive power!

· It’s the ______________________________to ______________________________
· Congress __________them, the Supreme Court judges their ____________________if necessary…
· Most of the president’s power is _____________________________________________________________ of government

· Congress can ____________________vetoes, determine ____________________, declare war, and ____________________!

· Supreme Court ________________________________________
· And, of course, the people can vote him out in 4 years!

Roles of the President

· The president wears  seven (7) hats:
1. ________________________________________
· ______________________________ role such as meeting kings and queens, throwing out the first pitch at a baseball game

2. Chief ______________________________
· Maintain power by using the following tools:

· ________________________________________: a force action into law

· ______________________________: refuse to allow certain departments to spend money

· Granting ____________________, reprieves, and amnesty (forgiveness) to criminals
3. Chief ______________________________
· ______________________________and aim at getting his passed
4. Economic ____________________
· Attempts to balance the economy by proposing his ______________________________to Congress

5. Chief ________________________________________
· The head of his ______________________________
6. Chief ________________________________________
· Head of ______________________________who is allowed to make treaties and executive agreements with other nations

7. ____________________________________________________________
· Commander of the ______________________________, but lately, this has been the hardest “hat”…

