Parties and Participation

The American Voting Democracy

Overview

· The United States has perfected the idea of the “indirect democracy” so much so that the average American participates more in their government than most of the world

· This unit will cover the following:

1. What is the nature of our two-party and third-party system?

2. What is the nomination process, from caucus to convention?

3. How is campaign finance regulated?

4. How does a candidate garner support?

Overview: Political Parties

· political party: group of people _______________________________________________ and control the government

· __________party system: ____________________is in power

· Usually a ______________________________or a ____________________…

· __________party system: ________________________________________compete for power

· ______________________________and ______________________________in the U.S.
· ____________________System: ______________________________parties where ___________________________________ is ever in power

· __________ and ____________________is a perfect example

· Most countries have this…and it seldom works right!
Third Parties

· Third Parties fall into the following categories:

1. ________________________________________Party

· There’s a ________________________________________, and we need to fix it!

2. ______________________________Party

· Nothing socially wrong, but the __________________________________ are ______________________________!

3.“ ____________________” Party

· A group that ______________________________from a larger party and tries to ___________________________
· Third Parties ______________________________because they don’t have ____________________, __________________, or victory ability in a “__________________________________________________” system…
Nominating Candidates

· All candidates nominated by a party reach the ballot through the following process:

1. ______________________________:

· A __________________________________________________of running for election

2. ____________________:

· Private meeting of __________________________________________________and members

· More of a “______________________________” about candidates, ____________________________…

3. ______________________________:

· “__________”____________________at the state level

4. ______________________________:

· A big “________________________________________” where the best is chosen

· Once the candidate runs, he must “__________________________________________________” by choosing a “________________________________________” in the form of a Vice President

The Platform

· Perhaps the most important part of any national convention is the “____________________” of the candidate and the party

· ____________________, ______________________________, ____________________on important issues, and the plan to fix them!

· ______________________________ “____________________” make up a “____________________”, and often times, it is hard to put all of these different issues together!
Financing Campaigns

· 1974: the ____________________________________________________________ (FEC) ______________________________ how much a candidate can spend on an election

· Requires ________________________________________of funds

· Provides ____________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________and ______________________________from contributing

·  Limits ______________________________________________________________________ (in the form of ____________________ …)

· ________________________________________ (PACs) are established by ______________________________to raise money for candidates

· And most ________________________________________are done by PACs…

