Our Global Society

Government, Economics, and Politics in 21st Century Society
Overview

· How does the United States fit into a savior-starved world?

· This unit will focus on the following:

1. How has the world changed since the start of the “contemporary era”?

2. How is the world connected today?

3. Who are the world leaders today?

4. What issues face the world today?

The Contemporary Era

· August 6, 1945: The day the world changed…

· Why?                                          
· Because after this date…“We knew the world would not be the same…”

1. Nuclear power divides the powerful from the powerless

2. Military power makes people choose sides

3. Democracies vs. Communists

4. West vs. East

5. First World vs. Third World

6. Fear of losing power OR fear of being owned and controlled by other powers makes people do crazy things…
· All of this is perfectly represented in the visual illustration: The Berlin Wall
The League of Nations

· Wilson disappointed with the “vengeful” spirit at the Treaty of Versailles that ended WWI

· Hopes his “League of Nations”, will bring a democratic and peaceful sentiment

· But it has trouble even getting out of the U.S.!

· Wilson tours the country, trying to drum up popular support, but this ends up killing him…literally

· Wilson suffers a stroke in September 1919 that would leave him near death for the rest of his term…

· U.S. does NOT join the League, and Wilson dies amidst this failure…

The United Nations

· Since 1945, the UN provides a place to settle disagreements

· Security Council (15 “executive members”, 5 permanent members) settle most disagreements 

· Inside of the UN is the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF), in charge of loans and payment

· UNICEF and the World Health Organization are in charge of humanitarian efforts

· Debate: Is the UN worth it? 
Meet The Leaders

· Leaders are deemed “world leaders” if they:

· Come from a powerful nation

· Have a special relationship with the United States

· Are a “squeaky wheel”!

· The United States will always be invested in the countries of Europe, Asia, and Mexico, but it seems as if the rest are not as important

· But there is only one Obama and 194 other world leaders

· So how do we choose who gets the focus?

Global Theme #1: Europe’s Economic Crisis

· The past few years have been dominated by one word: debt

· As population continues to grow in most European countries, Europe as a whole saw a record “contraction” in GDP of 4%

· What are the reasons?

· “What goes up, must come down…”

· HUGE growth of smaller states like Greece in the early 2000s leads to a slowdown and collapse in 2008…

· Aging population

· The YOUTH are the ones that usually buy stuff…

· Immigration restriction

· Ironically, the closing of borders has actually hurt Europe’s economy…
· So, how can they fix it? Is one country doing something better than the others?

Global Theme #2: China’s Middle Class

· The biggest country in the world is experiencing the biggest growth of wealth in the world

· In the past few decades, China’s middle class (the kinds of people who aren’t rich, but can afford nice things…) has risen to an estimated 100 million…

· Recently shaking the roots of Mao Zedong’s Communist Red China, the mid 1990s saw the Chinese middle class rise from practically 0 to 95 million by 2005

· Concerns: 

· What to do with that new money?

· When will the balloon “pop”?

Global Theme #3: Digital Protest

· In January 2011, a Tunisian man named Mohamed Bouazizi set himself ablaze in protest of an abusive government and the police that continually harassed him

· The subsequent “Arab Spring” saw democracy, via protest spread to Egypt, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Syria

· While some nations have “evolved” towards a democracy, or at least provided more “democratic reform”, many Arab citizens still remain woefully oppressed

· But…a government cannot suppress everything, can they?
