Unit 8 Study Guide

Our Global Society

Directions: In order to best prepare for our Unit 8 test, answer the questions below. The questions listed are the most direct and inclusive of the topics we’ve studied for this unit. If you’d like to review any of the PowerPoint material, it can be accessed on my website: http://barnessite.weebly.com.
1. According to J. Robert Oppenheimer, the creator of the atomic bomb, “we knew the world would never be the same” after August 6, 1945. Why? How did the dropping of the bomb shape the world?

After the dropping of the bomb, the world divided itself into those who have nuclear power, and those that don’t. Those that don’t allied with certain military powers, and this eventually became the divisions between communism and democracy, the East and the West. 
2. The Cold War was a war over __________. Why? Defend your answer.

The Cold War was a war of territory. Slowly, the “Mother Earth” of the Soviet Union took “satellite states” in Eastern Europe. Then communism spread to China, North, Korea, and Southeast Asia. The United States intervened to prevent its spread in Cuba, Vietnam, and other places. 
3. After the Berlin Wall fell, how did things change politically? To where did people move? How is communism still a part of “the East”?

After the Wall fell, a lot of nations got their “independence”. The countries of Ukraine, Albania, Macedonia, etc., etc., were all under the “umbrella” of the Soviet Union. And when that fell, they became “free”. People moved from East to West in search of a better life, but today, life in the East is still subject to lower birth rates, higher suicide rates, and a lower economic ability. 
4. Today, what are the “three” types of government? Truly, everyone thinks they’re a “democracy”. But is this true? Why or why not?

Today, there are democracies, religious states, and authoritarian states. Yes, almost all nations think they’re democracies, but far fewer are actually “consolidated democracies”. These nations are found in North and South America, Western Europe, Australia, and South Africa. 
5. What event prompted the creation of the League of Nations? the United Nations (UN)? How did the two differ?

The League of Nations was created after World War I so that Germany (or any other nation) could never start war again. But when Germany did start World War II, the United Nations replaced the League after war’s end. They differ in the sense that the U.S. and many other nations were NOT a part of the League, but were, and are, a part of the UN. 
6. Describe the structure of the UN (the Security Council, etc.). What does the UN do well? What do they do poorly?

The UN is made up of 195 countries, but not all of them really matter. The Security Council is made up of 15 members (10 “rotating” and 5 “permanent”). The “permanement members” are the “winners” of World War II: the U.S., Russia, China, England, and France. The UN seems to do very well when it comes to famine, disease, and natural disaster relief, but is unable to prevent wars and genocide in most cases. 
7. List the six leaders from our “Meet the Leaders” activity, and match them to their appropriate country.

Angel Merkel – Germany. David Cameron – England. Vladimir Putin – Russia. Xi Xinping – China. Kim Jong Un – North Korea. 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad – Iran.
8. There is a phrase that reads, “In order to make an omelette, you’ve gotta break some eggs.” What does this mean? And how does it apply to China?

The phrase means, “If you want success, something must be given up, or “broken”, in the process.” For China, the “omelette” is their economic success, as seen in their middle class consumerism.  The “eggs” are the lives of people, particularly “rural peasants”, as seen in the flooding along the Yangtze River. 
9. A prominent Chinese official once said, “We’re not communist. We’re not a democracy. We’re just big.” What does this mean? And why is it true?

It means that China is a “breed unto its own”: no one is really like it! It’s definitely NOT communist, as they have a growing middle class society. They’re not “democratic”, as they abuse their people and the political system is quite corrupt. They definitely are “big”, as seen in their population, the size of the country, and the “big” projects like the Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River. 
10. What eight (8) countries are in the “nuclear club”? Why is it such a desirable club to enter?

The (8) nuclear countries are the U.S., Russia, England, France, China, India, Pakistan, and Israel. It’s such a “desirable” club because if you have a nuclear weapon, you “matter” on the world stage! People take you seriously!
11. In regards to “nuclear threats”, there are two options: prevention or containment. What do each of these terms mean? And what policy does the United States pursue?

“Prevention” means that a country acts to “prevent” a country from getting a nuclear weapon, usually by invading them, going to war with them, or using economic “sanctions” (limits). “Containment” means that a country recognizes that a country has a nuclear weapon, but won’t let it spread out of its borders. It’ll keep all nuclear threats “contained”. 
