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From Iran's efforts early in the 20th century to forge its independence to President George W. Bush's                                   "axis of evil" speech and its aftermath.
	

	
	1906
New constitution limits monarchy
 

Widespread protests by religious leaders and businessmen against the shah's mishandling of the economy and the foreign domination of Iranian oil leads to the Constitutional Revolution. The shah signs the new constitution in December, which effectively limits royal power and establishes an elected parliament, or Majlis.
1919
Britain extends influence
 

Britain draws up a plan to extend its influence over all of Iran, which would effectively make it a British protectorate. Though the plan was never ratified, The agreement faced fierce opposition in Iran's Parliament.
1951
Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadeq begins reign
 

The day after the assassination of Iranian Premier Ali Razmara, who was sympathetic to the West, the new prime minister, Mohammad Mossadeq [mow-suh-DECK], submits to Iran's Parliament a plan to nationalize the country's oil assets. Throughout the next couple of years, Mossadeq moves to limit foreign interests in Iran and to limit the power of the shah over the everyday life of the people.
1953
U.S.-backed coup removes Mossadeq; reinstates shah
 

At the height of the Cold War, and fearful of an eventual communist takeover, the Eisenhower administration approves an operation to overthrow Mossadeq. Mossadeq is defeated and Mohammad Reza Pahlavi returns to power, ensuring support for Western oil interests and snuffing the threat of communist expansion. 
Over the next decade, the shah would his "White Revolution," a package of comprehensive social and economic reforms that aim to modernize the country. He also announces that he is extending the right to vote to women.
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JANUARY-
FEBRUARY
1979
The Iranian Revolution
 

Under Shah Pahlavi, abuses of the Iranian people are widespread. On Feb. 1, Ayatollah Khomeini, chief Iranian religious leader, returns after nearly 15 years in exile and is given a triumphant welcome in Tehran. That same month, the monarchy collapses. With Mehdi Bazargan as prime minister, Khomeini takes power and proclaims the Islamic Republic of Iran in April.
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OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER
1979
Shah enters U.S.; Embassy in Tehran seized
 

In October, the U.S. allows the shah to enter the country in order to obtain treatment for cancer. On November 4, militant students seize the compound of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, demanding that the U.S. send the shah back to Iran so that he can stand trial. Thus begins the crisis in which 52 Americans are held hostage for 444 days. U.S. President Jimmy Carter orders a complete embargo of Iranian oil, with tougher sanctions to follow. [NOTE: If you saw the movie, Argo, the movie takes place in this time period…] The next year, U.S. Presdient Jimmy Carter would attept to rescue the hostages, but a mechanical failure and a midair collision sends the rescue helicopters crashing to the ground. Eight U.S. military are killed. 
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SEPTEMBER
1980
Iraq invades Iran
 

Iraq invades Iran and launches strategic airstrikes. The war rages for 8 years, killing millions; it is longest conventional war of the 20th century. Though the U.S. supplies weapons to both sides over the course of the conflict, it mostly favors Iraq, which leads to further resentment in Iran. Khamenei would release the hostages early next year when new president Ronald Reagan takes over. 
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1983-1984
Attacks on U.S. Embassy
 

In April 1983, a suicide bomber in a pickup truck loaded with explosives rams into the U.S. Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon. Seventeen Americans are among the 63 people who are killed, eight of whom are employees of the CIA.
In September 1984, a truck bomb explodes outside the U.S. Embassy annex northeast of Beirut, killing 24 people, two of whom are U.S. military personnel. Dozens of people would eventually be taken hostage. 
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1985-1986
The Iran-Contra affair
 

In an attempt to end the Lebanese hostage crisis, and understanding that Iran was desperately running out of military supplies in its war with Iraq, U.S. officials arrange for secret arms sales to Iran to bring the  hostages back to the U.S. The American public was outraged. 
In August 1985, the first consignment of arms -- 100 anti-tank missiles provided by Israel -- was sent to Iran. Hundreds more were sent the following month. Three hostages were released as a result of the arms-for-hostages deal. The money made from the deal was transferred to the U.S.-backed Contras fighting to overthrow the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. The episode became known as the Iran-Contra affair and would amount to the biggest crisis in Ronald Reagan's presidency. 

	


