- U.S. Government -

Weeks 16, 17, and 18
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Weeks of December
· Monday

· NO CLASS
· Tuesday 
· The Electoral College: Safety Net? Or Antiquated System

· Activity: The Electoral College

· Close Up: Electoral Failures

· HOMEWORK: S&D pp. 220-226
1. What is an “electoral vote”?
2. What is the “Electoral College”?
3. What is the issue with the “winner-take-all” system?
4. How does the “Electoral College” hurt Third Parties?
5. What is one way to effectively reform the election system?
6. When does Inauguration Day take place? So…effectively, how much time separates the election from the time the president actually takes office?
· Wednesday – LATE START, PLC
· NO CLASS
· Thursday
· “Fix It / Predict It”: The Challenges of the Electoral College and the Predictions for Election 2016

· Activity, Part I: “Fix It! Proposed Changes to the Electoral College”

· Activity, Part II: “Predict It: Who Will Win Election 2016?
· HOMEWORK:
1. S&D pp. 228-232
1. How many members are in the Cabinet?
2. What departments were members of the original Cabinet?
3. How are Cabinet members chosen?
4. Which president appears to have used his Cabinet the most?
5. How did the Cabinets of Clinton and Bush differ from the original vision of Washington?
2. Read the article, “The Green Lantern Theory of the Presidency” on my website and answer the following questions:
1. Define the "Green Lantern" Theory of the Presidency...in your own words!
2. Lyndon Johnson (LBJ) was a strong advocate of this theory. Describe his beliefs.
3. Why wouldn't the "Founding Fathers" want a "Green Lantern"-type president?
4. How does the Green Lantern Theory affect Congress?
5. Why does the average American embrace this theory?
· Friday
· NO CLASS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Monday

· “Locked In the Cabinet”: The Obama Cabinet and the Cabinet’s History

· Analysis: Second Term Blues and Thoughts on the Green Lantern Theory of the Presidency

· Leaving a Legacy: The Obama Administration
· HOMEWORK: 
1. S&D pp. 252-259
1. What are the eight (8) roles of the president?
2. What is meant by the role of “Head of State”?
3. What is amnesty?
4. What is meant by the role of the “Chief Diplomat”?
5. What is meant by the role of the “Commander in Chief”?
2. Read the article, “Obama and the Executive Order” on my website and answer the following questions:
1. Generally, for reasons do Republicans attack Obama?
2. What are some of Obama’s “edgiest actions”?
3. The article is titled “A Pen, A Phone, and a Precedent”. What precedents (examples before) are revealed about presidents and their so-called “abuse” of power?
4. The article argues that the assessment of presidents is “inherently matters of situational ethics”. What does this mean?
5. Do political scientists believe Obama to be liberal? Provided evidence for why or why not. 
· Tuesday 

· NO CLASS
· Wednesday
· Role of the President: The (8) Hats
· Analysis Activity: “Hats of Choice: Assessing Presidential Identity By His Hat”
· Activity: “The Executive Order”
· HOMEWORK: None
· Thursday
· NO CLASS
· Friday
· Conclude  “Executive Order” Activity
· Conclusion: The Obama Legacy
· HOMEWORK: Study for Finals
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Monday

· NO CLASS
· Tuesday 

· Review for Final
· HOMEWORK: Study for Finals
· Wednesday
· Finals 5, 6, 7
· Thursday

· Finals 1, 2, 3
· Friday
· Finals 4, 8
