- U.S. Government -

Week 1, 2
2nd and 3rd Weeks of January 2015

[B DAYS REFER TO A DAYS]
· Monday

· Welcome Back! Current Events and Review
· Introduce New Unit: “The Judicial  Branch”
· Set Up: Jurisdiction and the Hierarchy of the Courts
· HOMEWORK: None. Just make sure you can answer the following questions:
1. What does the word “jurisdiction” literally mean?

2. What are the three (3) kinds of federal courts? What kinds of cases do they oversee?

3. How many District Courts are there? Appellate Courts? Supreme Courts?

4. In what Appellate district (called a “Circuit”) is Colorado? 
· Tuesday

· NO CLASS
· Wednesday

· The Courts: Power Through Precedence
· Activity: “Power Through Precedence”
· HOMEWORK: S&D pp. 316-317; 321; 331-335
1. On what main qualities are federal judges selected?
2. Approximately, what percent of federal judges mirror the president’s political party?
3. What kinds of cases fall under the Supreme Court’s jurisdiction?
4. Approximately what percentage of court cases does the Supreme Court actually hear?
5. What is the writ of certiorari?
6. What is a brief? What is an oral argument? What is the difference between the two?
7. What is the majority opinion? the dissenting opinion?
· Thursday

· NO CLASS
· Friday

· The Supreme Court: 9 Justices, 100% of the Power!
· Analysis: “Nine Old Men in Robes”??
· Spotlight On: Today’s Court and the “Conservative – Liberal Balance”
· HOMEWORK: Reading “The Dred Scott Decision” reading on my website and answer the questions. 
1. What “trifecta” did the Dred Scott decision cause?

2. What was “unusual” about the 7-2 decision (HINT: Look for the word “unusual”).

3. In reading Taney’s opinion, why did he side AGAINST Scott?

4. What was the “hot commodity” of the 1850s? Provide evidence.

5. ANALYSIS: How did the Dred Scott decision cause the 1857 Panic?

6. Provide “stats” for the Panic of 1857.
7. Provide “stats” for the financial significance of slaves before the Civil War.
8. What is the “legacy” of the Dred Scott case, outside of the simple “slaves are property” idea?

· Monday

· NO CLASS
· Tuesday

· Activity and Analysis: “Affordable Health Care Act: How the Judges Judged”
· HOMEWORK: None
· Wednesday
· NO CLASS
· Thursday

· Conclude: “Affordable Health Care Act” Activity
· HOMEWORK: None 
· Friday
· NO CLASS
