Semester 2 “Essential Questions”
S&Ds and Review Questions

Below are the S&Ds we had for the semester. Remember…we didn’t have S&Ds for the entire 18 weeks, so after these, you’ll see some “review questions” to consider for the final exam. 

1. What kinds of cases fall under the Supreme Court’s jurisdiction?
2. Who was perhaps the greatest “court-influencing” president?
3. Approximately what percentage of court cases does the Supreme Court actually hear?
4. What is the writ of certiorari?
5. What is a brief? What is an oral argument? What is the difference between the two?
6. What is the majority opinion? the dissenting opinion?
7. What did President Washington warn in his Farewell Address?
8. What is a third party?
9. What are the three (3) main categories of Third Parties?
10. What are some reasons why Third Parties never win?
11. What are the four (4) steps in the candidate nomination process?
12. What is a president’s platform?
13. Describe the “average Republican” and average “Democrat” in terms of race, gender, geographic location, beliefs, and socioeconomic status.
14. From the American Nations reading…
1. The author goes on to declare that America has always been divided. Provide evidence for this statement.

2. If that’s the case, then, when did America “unify”?

3. From where do America’s “divisions” stem?

4. Describe and list the 11 Nations
15. From what tax source does the Federal Government get most of its income.
16. What is a “bond” in terms of national governments?
17. What is an “uncontrollable”? What is an “entitlement”? Give an example of a major entitlement

18. What is a “mixed economy”

19. What is the idea of “laissez-faire”?
20. What is “socialism”? 
21. What is the difference between “socialism” and “communism”?
22. What is a “command economy”?
23. What is “Social Security”? How might we fix its problems?
24. In the 1790s, who could become “a citizen”?
25. Which racial group was restricted in the late 1800s?
26. What is the difference between “Old Stock” and “New  Stock” immigrants?
27. How would you describe the immigration policy in the 1980s, 1990s, and today?
28. What is an alien in terms of immigration?
29. What is the difference between a resident and a non-resident alien?
30. What is a “green card”?
31. What does “naturalization” mean? 
32. What is “jus soli”? 
33. What is meant by the term “foreign policy”?
34. In terms of foreign policy, define “isolationism”. With which president should we associate this tem?
35. What was the “military-industrial complex”?
REVIEW QUESTIONS!!

36. Today, what are the “three” types of government? Truly, everyone thinks they’re a “democracy”. But is this true? Why or why not?
37. Initially, why was communism “feared”? Why was it “attractive”?
38. ANALYSIS: It can be said that Joseph Stalin is indirectly responsible for the crisis in the Ukraine today. Defend this statement. 
39. There is a phrase that reads, “In order to make an omelette, you’ve gotta break some eggs.” What does this mean? And how does it apply to China?
40. A prominent Chinese official once said, “We’re not communist. We’re not a democracy. We’re just big.” What does this mean? And why is it true?
41. How does Generation ME differ from the generations of the past, the “Silent Generation”, for example?
42. What is an “incentive”? Why do they work?
43. What is a correlation? a causation? How do they differ?
44. What is GDP and what is the “equation”?
45. Currently, what comprises the American GDP? How might it be changing?
46. What is inflation? How is it measured? 
