U.S. Government Midterm Exam

Fill-In Story (Foundations to Executive Branch)
So, you wanna know about everything we’ve studied from the “foundations” of the American government to the “Executive Branch”, huh? Well, let’s start with the people and their right to ____________________. There is a process called “________________________________________” with is also referred to as “____________________ the flesh”. It’s important because people need to feel connected to their ____________________. “Voting” is the way that people create their government, and in the United States, the following “minorities” have been given the right to vote in this chronological order: ____________________, ____________________, and finally, ____________________. However, some people still don’t vote, and there are a variety of reasons, but the biggest would be that they just don’t have the ____________________ of voting. “Political ____________________” is the process by which you see the ____________________around you, notably politics and society. The media has an influence over the people as well, usually using the techniques of “____________________” or “finger-____________________” and “name-____________________”, “____________________” which is the “twisting” of certain stories, and the technique of “____________________-stacking”, which is telling __________ side of the story. The first president to effectively use broad-reaching media was ____________________ in the 1930s. And since the ____________________ War, the media has had a “blank check” in regards to war coverage. The media definitely influences a person’s political socialization. 
Let’s continue on to the “foundations” of American government, and it all starts after the colonial period. After “divorcing” from the British, the United States knew they wanted more of a “____________________” form of government. But obviously, a “____________________ democracy” wouldn’t work because there were too many ____________________, so it was decided than an “____________________ democracy” might work better. Instead of the ____________________ talking to the president, the ____________________ talks for them. You might say that we have a dash of ____________________ in our indirect government system as well. That “oligarchy” is our ____________________ and there are 538 of them. But is a “democracy” the best in times of crisis? Possibly not. It seems as if a ____________________ (one person) kind of response, or even an ____________________ (few people) kind of response is better, because quite frankly, a democracy takes too much __________. We definitely have a democracy, but sometimes don’t act like it.


What might our government have looked like if certain Founding Fathers had had their way? Well, firstly, there are two kinds of “early Founders”: the ____________________ and the __________-Federalists. Prominent “Anti-Federalist” Patrick __________ feared the abuse of the oligarchy and cautioned people to “guard their ____________________ with ____________________ attention”. Others like Alexander ____________________ advocated for a __________, central government, one that protects the rights of its citizens. And that’s why he didn’t believe the __________ of Rights were necessary; the federal government already protects those rights! As a rule, most Federalists were found on the __________, while Anti-Federalists mainly resided in the __________ parts of the country. The Constitutional debate raged for two years, but was eventually ratified and passed in the year __________. 
But it certainly wasn’t an original document! In fact it’s copied mainly from the Ancient __________ and Romans, and later, the ____________________. Aristotle came up with the idea of a “__________ regime”, meaning that a government should be run by a blend of ____________________ and ____________________. We adopted this into a “__________-part” blend with the ____________________, the ____________________, and the ____________________. Secondly, we take a piece of Thomas ____________________ theory of “law and order”. Frankly, he believed that mankind is ____________________ and will serve himself first. So, we need to make __________ to control him, and the “laws” will be built and created by a strong ____________________ (Hobbes calls it a ______________________________). Hobbes’ theory is kinda like a __________ without ____________________; mankind will just run around killing everyone! And lastly, we come to John __________ and his idea of a “____________________” law. He believed that people will voluntarily ____________________ their freedom and rights in order to gain ____________________ and safety from the ____________________. It’s the age-old debate: is Hobbesian or Lockean government a better system? Well, the United States will use both, and that’s what makes our system unique.

Most of the government system of rule is based on the theory of “__________ and balances”. If you apply this to human nature, it says that men are “__________” and will serve themselves first. But then the other people will get __________ and bring him down to size! It’s exactly the same way with the Three Branches of government. The Three Branches are the ____________________ (President) Branch, the ____________________ (Congress) Branch, and the ____________________ (Courts) Branch. The “Executive Branch” has the power of the __________ and gets to ____________________ Supreme Court justices. The “Legislative Branch” has the power of the ____________________ veto and can even ____________________ the president and Supreme Court justices too! The “Judicial Branch” has the power to judge “______________________________” and to “judicially __________” if an action was legal or illegal. The power of the president’s veto was quite divisive at first. In the early years, it was __________ used, and many feared that its usage would result in the president acting like a __________. Andrew Jackson started to use it differently in the 1830s, vowing to veto if it truly effected the ____________________ and wasn’t just objectionable on Constitutional grounds. He earned the reputation of King Andrew I, but he changed the “veto game” forever. 


The __________ of __________ are the first __________ Amendments to the Constitution. The “stickiest” Amendment is the First, which guarantees the freedoms of ___________________, ____________________, ____________________, ____________________, and ____________________. Freedom of Speech is usually free, except in the cases where it encourages ____________________ and definitely inside of ____________________. The Second (2nd) Amendment and its freedom of __________ usage and display seems to be relatively easy to understand, as is the Third (3rd) Amendment and its protection from the ____________________ of troops, but the Fourth (4th) Amendment and its protections against ____________________ search and ____________________ provides for debate. Usually, police have to have a “____________________” to search your house and personal belongings, but if they have “____________________ cause” they can do it without a warrant. The Fifth (5th), Sixth (6th), and Seventh (7th) Amendments deal with courts and judicial rights, and that brings us to the Eighth (8th) Amendment and the protection against “____________________ and ____________________ punishment”. Again, the debatable word here is “____________________”: one man’s “cruel” is another man’s “tough”.  The Supreme Court has time and again ruled that ____________________ is NOT “cruel and usual” but many states, like ____________________ have banned it because it is not a perfect system. Today, the state of ____________________ executes more criminals than any other, and the United States is still one of the few Western nations that kills people. It’s a divisive issue, but something our Constitution still protects…


Let’s move on to “federalism” and the ____________________ of power between the __________ and __________ governments. In the words of James Madison, “federalism” was never intended to be a “mean-__________” doctrine but rather was intended to limit the __________ government from encroaching upon the rights of the __________ governments. In federalism, there are ____________________ powers, which are formally ____________________ in the Constitution, and those are saved for the ____________________ government. “____________________ “ powers are saved for the “____________________ “ and “____________________ “ powers are shared between the federal and state governments. There are certain legal principles that all states must honor and uphold. Firstly, all states must give “____________________  faith and ____________________ “ to each other’s documents such as drivers and wedding licenses. There are things called “____________________” and “____________________” which are reserved for state residences, like in-state college tuition other things. Usually, the states get along just fine with each other. 
Let’s move on to the Congress. And let’s start with the basics.  There are __________ people in Congress, __________ Representative and __________ Senators. Now, each state, from there, has its own number of Congressmen. The number of ____________________ is dependent on population, while the number of ____________________ stays constant at __________ per state, regardless of population size. Colorado has __________ Congressmen - __________ Representative plus __________ Senators. The biggest “Congressional” state is ____________________. Inside of these states are various ____________________, which also depend on population size. Colorado has __________ districts, and from them we get 7 “Representatives”. If you were to divide the Senate and the House of Representatives, it seems as if the ____________________ is the “Varsity” and the ________________________________________ is the “Junior Varsity”. Why? Well, first of all, Senators serve for __________ years, while Representatives serve for __________ years. Senators are usually __________ and have more ____________________ than their Representative counterparts, and lastly, they have a bigger administrative area. Senators are in charge of the entire ____________________ while Representatives, although important, are only in charge of their ____________________. Senators also have the power of the “____________________”, which is the power to “__________” a bill to death until it dies! State districts are apportioned based on ____________________ as we said. The redrawing of these districts is called ____________________, but the illegal redrawing, with the intention of including or disincluding of certain people is called ____________________. You can “gerrymander” out certain races, parties, people, etc….but it’s all illegal.


The bill-passing process is one of the biggest responsibilities of Congress. First of all, all laws are __________ before they’re passed. In other words, a __________ becomes a __________. On these bills, various things can be added. An ____________________ is specific money for a specific purpose. A __________ is something added to a bill that probably wouldn’t pass on its own. Therefore, it’s “riding” on that main bill. But now, down to the “bill-to-law” process. Firstly, it starts with someone’s __________ on what they think would make a good law. It can start in either the ____________________ or the ____________________, but for this purpose, let’s pretend it starts in the Senate. That Senator then takes it to his ____________________ where they polish it and make it pretty. Then it goes to the main ____________________ floor for debate. If they feel it’s good enough, they’ll “ping pong” it over to the ____________________. This “ping pong” process can go on as long as it has to! After this fourth stage, the bill finally reaches its ______________________________ time, which involves members of both the ____________________ and the ____________________. Finally, in the sixth stage, it ends up on the ____________________ desk where he can either __________ or __________ it. Mostly, he signs it…about 87% of the time. As a rule, most presidents get along pretty well with their Congress, but there have been a few who have been “hated”. When the two don’t “get along”, we have “____________________”, a general “work stoppage” of sorts. It seems as if today’s “gridlock” is as bad as it’s ever been seen in the growing ____________________ (division) between parties, the shrinking number of ____________________ in Congress (and the growing number of “Liberals” and “Conservatives”) and the increasing segregation of America. Congress’ approval rating stands at a __________%...the lowest it’s ever been. 
Lastly, we must examine how Congress is “bought and sold”. All Congressmen want to be reelected next year, so they’re obviously going to work for the people! If a Congressman brings back a particular project or funding for his people, we call this “__________”. Most “pork” is deemed bad because it’s a waste of money, but a lot of pork is good. And if it’s not the voters who are influencing the Congressman, it’s the ____________________ groups. Interest groups, in other words, groups with a particular ____________________ in something, hire ____________________ to fight for legislation and funding for their projects. A lot of lobbyists are shady, but truthfully, they just have a job to do. Almost everyone hires lobbyists to do their “dirty work”, but it seems as if members of the ____________________ sector (banks and insurance companies), ____________________ sector (including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce) and ____________________ sector (including Verizon and Comcast) hire the most lobbyists. 

Let’s continue on to the president. It all starts with the _______________ (or written down) requirements of the Constitution for the office of the president. Firstly, he must be at least _______________ years of age, must be ____________________ born, and must have lived in the United State _______________ years. He usually has to have some _______________ experience as well, but it’s not required. If the president is ever NOT able to fulfill his presidential duties–he’s either impeached, dead, or _______________ (meaning he’s not “100% full”) he would be replaced by the _______________. This is called “presidential _______________.” Eight (8) presidents have NOT seen their presidency through to the end.  The president is not chosen by the _______________. In fact, he’s chosen by the _______________, a “safety net” put in place by the Founding Fathers. 

The president is not chosen by the ____________________. In fact, he’s chosen by the ____________________

____________________, a “safety __________” put in place by the Founding Fathers. The idea of a country run by the “__________” was a scary concept, so if the people elected a __________leader, like a “__________-character” for example, the “people in charge” could vote him out! People known as “____________________” cast votes for the president based on how their __________ votes. There have been times (158 actually…) when the electors do NOT vote as they should, and they’re known as “____________________” electors. And furthermore, there have been times when the number of electoral votes received has not been __________ to reach the “magic number” of __________. And in the case of Democratic presidential nominee Al __________, who ran against George W. __________ in the Election of __________, Gore actually won the ____________________ vote, but didn’t win the ____________________ vote! But usually, and luckily, the system works. It’s called a “__________ past the __________” system, meaning it’s a “winner take __________” kind of victory. So, if you win 51% of a state, like Obama did in Colorado in 2012, then you win the __________ state, not just 51% of it! As we said, a president needs __________ electoral votes to win, and a state’s number of electoral votes is also the same as the state’s number of ____________________. Colorado has __________ electoral votes, while the biggest states, (____________________ at the top, with 55 electoral votes, followed by the states of ____________________, ____________________, ____________________, and ____________________) have much more. Many people are highly critical of the electoral system. Most would rather see an election based on the ____________________ vote. We’d call this a “direct election”, and the ____________________ would truly elect the president. Others suggest an electoral system based on “____________________”, meaning a “proportion” of the electoral votes, based on the state’s popular vote, would go to each of the candidates. But this still feels like it doesn’t fix the problem. So, for now, the Electoral College is here to stay.

One of the president’s chief duties is to choose his _______________, a grouping of _______________ members. There are _______________ departments, plus _______________ Vice President, and that’s how we get sixteen (16). The Cabinet should give the president _______________, but they usually just listen to his _______________. Today, the most funded, and the most important department is the Department of _______________. Some other “top departments” are the Department of _______________, the Department of _______________, and the Department of _______________. Head of these departments are usually chosen based on their political _______________ and how close they are to the president. Maybe the President should meet with his Cabinet more than just once every __________ months, but regardless, this seems to be a “theme” of the modern presidency: they have their favorites, and don’t seem to use their Cabinet as much as the original Cabinet selector (______________________________) or even the best Cabinet utilizer (______________________________) ever envisioned…
And finally, we must examine the “role” of the president. A president has __________ “hats” to wear. Some are easy to understand: as a Commander in _________, he’s in charge of the __________ forces. As Chief ______________________________, he’s in charge of international ______________________________. But some are harder to understand than others. As Chief ______________________________, he enforces laws through his “unique” powers. The Head of __________ is a ceremonial role that important for traditional and symbolic gestures. Yet, if you look at all of the hats, you would say that the ____________________ in __________ hat gives the president the most strength. In fact, it’s believed that “__________time” presidents are not remembered because nothing of consequence ever happens during their administration! It’s the “__________time” presidents we tend to remember, and it’s no coincidence that all of the presidents who wore this hat would find themselves in the top half of all ranked presidents!

