USG Semester “Search and Destroy” Questions
1. Has voter participation increased or declined in the past few decades? Provide some numerical data.
2. What is the process of political socialization?
3. How are people politically socialized by family and home influence?
4. Who was the first president to use broadcast media?
5. What is the significance of the Kennedy-Nixon debates?
6. Give an example of an autocracy.
7. What is the difference between the power of an autocrat and a monarch?
8. What is an oligarchy? Give an example
9. What does the word “democracy” literally mean?
10. Answer yes or no: Today, does the U.S. have a “democracy”? an “assembly”? a “republic”?
11. Generally, who liked the Constitution: the Federalists? or the Anti-Federalists?
12. What did the Anti-Federalists fear about the Constitution?
13. What does popular sovereignty mean?
14. What is federalism?
15. What is “checks and balances”? What are the three “branches” of government that are “checked”?
16. Which branch of government has the power of “judicial review”?
17. How many Bills of Right are there?
18. What freedoms are listed in the First Amendment?
19. Originally, why was the Second Amendment passed?

20. What does the Third Amendment do?

21. What does the Fourth Amendment do?

22. What is probable cause?

23. What is an implied power?
24. What is an inherent power?
25. What are reserved powers?
26. The supremacy clause of the Constitution, Article VI, Section II, is designed to keep whom down?
27. What can’t states do?
28. What is the difference between “expressed powers” and “enumerated powers”?

29. What two “bodies” or “groups” make up the Congress?

30. What are some of the powers of the president?

31. What three (3) things must all states do in relation to each other?
32. If someone is a resident of a certain state, what are some of the benefits?
33. What is extradition?
34. What is the view of the states’ rights position?

35. What is the view of the nationalist position?

36. Which power has grown more in the past few decades especially: state or federal power?
37. Why did the Founding Fathers make a “bicameral legislature?
38. What are some qualifications of becoming a congressman?
39. What is redistricting?
40. What is gerrymandering? Is it illegal?
41. What percent of today’s Congress are women? Has this gone up or down?
42. What are constituents?

43. How many members are in the House?

44. Who’s the leader of the House?

45. How many Senators are there?

46. Who’s the leader of the Senate?

47. What is a filibuster?

48. What are the three (3) purposes of committees?

49. What is a standing committee? a select / temporary committee? a joint committee? 

50. What is meant by the phrase, “Congressional oversight”?

51. Define “gridlock”.

52. Which president has vetoed the most? Which president has been overridden the most?

53. What is a “rider”?

54. What is an “earmark”?

55. Why do so few bills become laws?

56. What is a “pocket veto”?
57. What is a “line-item veto”?
58. What are some of the main ways “voters” can influence Congressmen?

59. What is a lobbyist? What do they try to do?

60. What is pork-barrel legislation? In general terms, is it a good thing or a bad thing?

61. What is an “electoral vote”?
62. What is the “Electoral College”?
63. What is the issue with the “winner-take-all” system?
64. How does the “Electoral College” hurt Third Parties?
65. What is one way to effectively reform the election system?
66. How many members are in the Cabinet?
67. What departments were members of the original Cabinet?
68. How are Cabinet members chosen?
69. Which president appears to have used his Cabinet the most?
70. How did the Cabinets of Clinton and Bush differ from the original vision of Washington?
71. What are the seven (7) roles of the president?
72. What is meant by the role of “Head of State”?
73. What is meant by the role of the “Chief Diplomat”?
74. What is meant by the role of the “Commander in Chief”?
